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STORIES FROM THE SIDEWALK...NEWS FROM THE
SIDEWALK

By Tim Barr
Sidewalk Training Coordinator

APOSTLES, PROPHETS, EVANGELISTS...

Twins Saved in August!

New prayer volunteer Jason was on the
sidewalk with three other wonderful

volunteers on August 1  when a young
woman walked out of PP and told them that
she had changed her mind after finding out

that she was pregnant with twins!
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“I’ve always wanted twins!”, she told them
excitedly.  She also told them that she had a

four-month old baby, which was why she
had been considering abortion.

Praise God that caring folks like Jason and
the others were there to encourage her to

choose life!

I remember when I was in my early twenties and
really didn’t know what I wanted to do or become.
I mean, I didn’t even consider being an “apostle,
prophet, evangelist, pastor or teacher…” I knew
for sure it wasn’t to become a pro-life outreach
advocate for the unborn. However, now that I am
one, I must admit this vocation has given my life
more purpose and meaning. It brings me great
peace and joy regularly.  

How about you? Do you want to find meaning and
purpose being an evangelist for the gospel of life?  
If so, consider attending one of our up-coming
group training sessions.  If you are someone who
has always wanted to get involved, but hasn’t done
so because you don’t think you would know what
to do or say, our sidewalk training can give you the
confidence you need to be able to step out of your
comfort zone.  (See dates below.)

As we look back on this most successful summer
we must be grateful for:

 The Saturday when we had 3 babies saved!
 Strong participation when we needed new
sidewalk advocates to fill in for vacationers!
The launch of our new comprehensive
sidewalk outreach training program that is
ideal for new sidewalk advocates and
experienced sidewalk vets who need a more
current refresher. 

Our upcoming in-person training is scheduled
for Sep. 19th and Nov 14th, and self-paced at
home video modules are available now.   Contact
us at pghsaland365@gmail.com if you have any
questions or need any information. 

God bless you and bring you peace and joy. 

ACTION ALERT!  JOIN THE CAMPAIGN
TO END ABORTION PILLS BY MAIL!

CLICK HERE TO SEND AN EMAIL TO
CONGRESS, TELLING THEM TO

REINSTATE COMMON SENSE
RESTRICTIONS ON THE ABORTION

PILLS!

mailto:pghsaland365@gmail.com
https://abortioncrimebymail.com/
https://abortioncrimebymail.com/
https://abortioncrimebymail.com/
https://abortioncrimebymail.com/
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Note from Nikki...
From Nikki Bruni, Director

If you have followed my articles in the past few
newsletters, you know that I have been taking a
break from actively sidewalk counseling, and
instead have felt led to simply spend the time on my
knees in prayer in front of Planned Parenthood.  
Every Thursday, before going to PP, I spend an hour
with the Lord in adoration and receive Him in Holy
Communion, and I ask Him to give me the strength
to kneel for the two hours, if that is what He wants
me to do.  So far, He has been doing that.  On the
day of this writing (Aug. 13), the first reading at
Mass was God telling Ezekiel that he was to be a
“sign” to the “rebellious house of Israel” (Ez. 12).
He instructed Ezekiel to act like one driven into
exile, with his baggage on his back, to dig a hole in
the city wall and pass through it while everyone
watched.  God was showing His people what would
happen to them if they did not repent from their
disobedience. 
 

I thought about the importance of being a “sign”  
while I knelt in front of PP afterwards.  By showing
our repentance and remorse in a public way, we, like
Ezekiel, serve as a warning of the coming
punishment that is sure to come, if we do not stop
the shedding of innocent blood by abortion.  
Kneeling on the sidewalk in front of PP is a sign
that if we do not end the slaughter of the unborn,
God will bring us, as a nation, to our knees.
Kneeling serves another purpose as well, I believe.  
It gives us a way to express our solidarity with those
little ones who are being so painfully killed.  I
remember years ago, my nephew’s best friend was
deployed to Iraq.  For the entire time his friend was
there, my nephew refused to get a haircut.  It was his
way of showing solidarity with the suffering of his
friend.  We do that when we kneel.  Abortion is a
very “physical” process.  It involves ripping the
flesh and breaking the bones of an unborn baby.  
Therefore, it is only fitting that our witness also
involves some sort of physical suffering.  
I truly believe that the worst thing a Christian can
do in today’s culture of death is to live a
comfortable and content life.

A sign of contradiction...

I am not saying that we should spend every
minute of our days in sorrow and
lamentation...but if we NEVER allow ourselves to
suffer for our small brothers and sisters who are
being killed, how will we face Jesus at our
particular judgement when He asks us what we
did for those little ones?

The world is a dark and scary place right now, and
it can be tempting to think that with the wars and
the terrible collapse of faith and family, that
abortion is not a big enough problem to warrant
our energy.  But the opposite is true.  Abortion is
the ROOT of ALL the problems in the world!  
We cannot fight any of the evils such as war,
poverty, crime, lack of faith, etc., without first
fixing the cause...which is the lack of respect for
human life and the legal killing of the unborn.

Our pro-life witness is meant to call other
Christians to repentance.  We are not there to
witness to pagans, non Christians or those who
practice the occult.  Repentance begins in the
house of God!  Imagine what the world would
look like if every Christian were on their knees in
remorse and repentance in front of abortion
clinics!  Truly, I believe abortion would end!

40 Days for Life begins on September 22  with
our kick-off Mass & Eucharistic  Procession to
PP.  Our prayer vigil in front of PP begins on
Sept. 23  and will go every day from 8am-4pm
until Nov. 1 .  This is our opportunity to repent
and to beg God to end abortion.  I hope you will
join us!
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Johanna Leonard
(pictured), is
now with the

Lord, but always
knelt in prayer at
PP.  May she rest
in peace.  Well
done, good and

faithful daughter.



PCUC COMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE

Update by Meredith...

PCUC EDUCATION DAY COMING IN OCTOBER!

Plans for an early October education day are coming together. We will need many volunteers on ther day
of the event. Attendees will enter into discussions on the subject of chemical abortion. We need assertive
volunteers to facilitate small group discussions. Others will be needed for registration. Prayers are needed
for open doors at a local college campus where we hope to hold the event. To volunteer or for more info
contact Meredith@pcuc.org

Abortion Crime by Mail Campaign

Thanks to our great relationship with Pennsylvania
Family Institute in Harrisburg, we were invited by
their sister organization in Ohio to join a campaign
to communicate our opposition to the unregulated
distribution of the abortion pill. 

The first step of the campaign is to encourage
emails to Senators McCormick & Fetterman and
your congressperson. With your help, PCUC
wants to send more than 1000 emails to our
representatives in DC.

Your part is simple.  Go to this website,
https://abortioncrimebymail.com/ and either scroll
down or hit the Join the Effort button and fill out
the form. Under the “Other information” portion,
choose Pennsylvania - People Concerned for the
Unborn Child. 

By participating in this way, you not only
communicate your concern about the women and
children harmed by the abortion pill, but you help
raise money for PCUC! And it doesn’t cost you a
penny.  After you send your email, be sure to invite
friends to do the same. Two friends, five friends,
all your friends?

Step two is filling out a postcard which will be
collected and delivered in person. Watch for
opportunities to do this or contact Meredith for
more information, Meredith@pcuc.org

Join us for a Prayer Walk and Rally at Magee-
Women’s Hospital where the lives of over 500
babies are lost to abortion every year.

We will gather the evening of the Board of
Directors annual public meeting on Monday,
October 12, 2026. 6 - 7:30 pm. Meet at UPMC
Magee-Womens Hospital driveway entrance,
300 Halket St, Oakland.

We'll begin with a prayer walk around the
hospital for those who are able, and a rally with
special speakers will follow.
Sponsored by The Magee Project, and Choose
Life at Pitt

For more info themageeproject@gmail.com

PRO-LIFE BRIDGE EVENT
Steelers game day, Sunday, Oct. 10

Sunday, October 10, 10am-1pm we’ll have
another pro-life sign event. An estimated
24,000 vehicles saw our sign on the National
Pro-life Bridge Day. That day there was
interest in having a sign for a Steelers home
game. We expect that even more people will
see our sign that says, Abortion Takes a
Human Life. If you’re interested in helping,
please contact:
 Mary, shemitah77@gmail.com

mailto:Meredith@pcuc.org
https://abortioncrimebymail.com/
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Greg Engelmeyer

September Update

YOU CAN HELP MAKE AMERICA’S
CHURCHES PRO-LIFE AGAIN!

From PCUC board member, Peter Elliott

HTTPS://WWW.PCUC.ORG/WHAT-
CAN-I-DO/

Dear Pro-Life Friends,

Thank you for standing with us in this fight against the
evils of abortion. At our Celebrate Luncheon on August
30 , our speaker, Mark Houck strengthened our resolve
to resist this culture that seeks to minimize the
importance of God and the value of life, especially the
lives of the born.He told us of his own first-hand
experience what can happen when a government is left
un-checked by its people.
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At the banquet, I explained how, in the last couple of
years, with your help, PCUC has returned to the type of
work that its founders envisioned over 50 years ago. We
are doing our best to become more than just an umbrella
organization, funding and supporting pro-life
organization around Pittsburgh. Today I am happy to
report that PCUC is once again becoming an “activist”
organization, getting our Pro-Life message out to the
Pittsburgh populace.  We are doing this with projects
such as:

Our  Billboard Campaign, now in its third year,
promotes the dignity of human life on seven
electronic billboards, each of them displaying four
different messages each month, steering abortion
vulnerable women to our sub-website,
PittsburghPregnancy.org, where they can find life
affirming help.
·This past spring, on Saturday April 18 the first
annual Pittsburgh Pro-life March and rally was held
in Oakland in Pittsburgh university district at the
Schenley Plaza. It was a huge success with over 1000
in attendance. PCUC was the primary sponsor and
driving force behind its organization. We hope you
join us next year, on Saturday April 3!
·Recently we started a Pittsburgh Pro-Life Bridges
campaign joining other pro-life organizations around
the USA on July 24, National Pro-Life Bridges Day,
displaying pro-life signs from bridges over a high
traffic highway. 

Our first day was so successful with many affirming
honks and waves, that we decided to have our own
PCUC Pro-Life Steelers Bridge Day on Sunday
October 11, from 10 AM – 1 PM atop the Greentree
Exit bridge over the Parkway West. Come join us
and wave a pro-life message to all the Steelers fans!

To continue our work, and do even more, we need
your time, talent or treasure.Please consider
increasing your involvement with PCUC, whether
it’s serving on a committee, volunteering at one of
our local pro-life women’s resource centers or
financially supporting us with a donation. 

·

https://www.pcuc.org/what-can-i-do/
https://www.pcuc.org/what-can-i-do/
http://pittsburghpregnancy.org/


PCUC’S PRO-LIFE BILLBOARDS CONTINUE TO MAKE AN IMPACT!

We continue to run pro-life messages on large electronic billboards at seven prominent
locations around Pittsburgh.  These striking messages are impacting hundreds of
thousands of commuters daily!  

Often, in the pro-life movement, we find ourselves “Preaching to the Choir”. Billboards
are a great way to get the pro-life message out to the wider population. However, running
these billboards every month is a big expense. If you would like to help cover some of
the cost, go to www.PCUC.ORG/donate, or mail a check to our office (3050 Pioneer
Ave., Pgh 15226), with “billboards” in the memo. 

Look for these billboards in September:



PA MARCH FOR LIFE 
SEPT. 21, 2026

LIST OF BUS CAPTAINS & DEPARTURES

ALLEGHENY COUNTY
ASPINWALL Christ the King - Cathy Zuza  
412-551-3204
   
BRIDGEVILLE Calvary Full Gospel Church  
Tim Cameron : 412-983-1846                 
Leave from 538 Hickory Grade Rd

CASTLE SHANNON St Paul of the Cross  
Kathy Raimondi: 412-344-9690 
Leave from Saint Anne’s
 
FRANKLIN PARK Saint Luke the Evangelist
Parish/Sts John and Paul - Marie Pfau: 724-816-7627
Leave from Sts John and Paul

PITTSBURGH/BETHEL PARK St. Thomas
More/Resurrection Parish and Corpus Christi 
Carolyn Sopher Martin: 412-860-9980

WEXFORD Saint Aidan - Christine Miller: 
724-935-0511 x 227

WHITE OAK Mary Mother of God        
Celeste Palcsey: 412-302-6637

BUTLER COUNTY

BUTLER St. Mark the Evangelist - Ron Hartzel: 
724-796-4771    Pick up at Butler and Holy Sepulcher
  
CRANBERRY TWP Divine Grace Parish       
Bill Slusser: 724-504-0943     Pick up at St. Ferdinand

FAYETTE COUNTY

CHAMPION OR DONEGAL Christian Family
Center Dr. Merle Skinner 724-455-2122 X 340

               

WASHINGTON COUNTY

WASHINGON  St. Benedict the Abbot, Jerry Falso
724-678-5097 or falso.jerry@gmail.com

WESTMORELAND COUNTY

Greenburg Diocese -  Contact: Deacon William
Newhouse, wnewhouse@dioceseofgreensburg.org
724-837-0901 x 1148 - See below for buses:

Bus #1      Christ the King, Leechburg  
                  St Margaret Mary, Lower Burrell 

Bus #2      St John Baptist de La Salle, Delmont    
                  St Barbara, Harrison City  
                  St Agnes, North Huntingdon  

Bus #3      Fred Rogers Center, St Vincent, Latrobe 
                 5:30 am - Our Lady of Grace, Greensburg 
                  Youngwood Commons (Dollar General), 
                  Youngwood – 6:30 am

Bus #4      St Joseph, Uniontown 
                  St Rita, Connellsville 
                  Visitation Church, Mt. Pleasant 

Bus #5      St Bernard, Indiana 

            COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS

BROOKLINE Seton La Salle HS 
Brian Klisavage 412-608-5027

GIBSONIA St. Thomas Aquinas Academy, 
724-444-0722

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, OR TO
ADD A BUS TO THIS LIST, CONTACT ANITA

THEISS AT 412-728-3647

mailto:wnewhouse@dioceseofgreensburg.org


HONORS & MEMORIALS

Honor your loved one by sending a donation of any amount to:

PCUC, 3050 Pioneer Ave., Pittsburgh PA 15226
Or donate online at www.pcuc.org/donate

In Honor of Charlie Hogan,
     From Dr. Donald & Mary Claire Hogan
In Honor of Fred Kummer’s 90  Birthday,th

     From Kathy & Robert Fagan
In Honor of Donna Marie Skuta
     From Kathy Kness
In Honor of our great nation’s 250  anniversaryth

     From Jim Maochi & Audrey Guskey
In Honor of the Hammond & Hermanowicz
families
     From Mrs. Theresa M. Hammond
In Honor of PCUC Staff & Volunteers,
     From an anonymous donor
In Thanks and gratitude for the Magee Project,
     From Jim Maochi & Audrey Guskey
In Memory of Joseph Balcek
     From K of C Council 4924
In Memory of Albert & Elsie Brophy
     From Kathy Kness
In Memory of Bob Cararie
     From Claire Molinaro
In Memory of Robert Cararie
     From Susan & David Albensi
In Memory of Bob Cararie
     From Gary McGarrity
In Memory of Robert (Bob) Cararie,
     From his wife, Gretchen Cararie
In Memory of George Cree
     From Jerry and Peggy Wrabley & Family
In Memory of Michael Cribbins,
     From Jerry and Peggy Wrabley & Family
In Memory of Lorraine Kasten/Cerminara
     From Ronald Cerminara
In Memory of Mia & John Clark,
     From their children
In Memory of Adam & Bill DiSabato,
    From Beverly DiSabato
In Memory of Regis Dugan,
     From Knights of Columbus Council 4925

In Memory of Madeleine Dietz Smith
      From the Dietz Girls
In Memory of Edward A. Gromek,
      From his wife, Mimi
In Memory of William A. Holzapfel, Sr.
      From Joseph & Mary Lou McKenna
In Memory of Caroline Wilhelm/Kasten
      From Ronald Cerminara
In Memory of Charlie Kirk,
      From Seamus Maloney
In Memory of my beloved wife Debra Mirt
     From Joseph Mirt
In Memory of our parents,
     From Dan, Karen &  Michael Murphy
In Memory of Barbara Nypaver,
     From Jerry & Peggy Wrabley & Family
In Memory of Fr. John O’Shea,
     From Anonymous
In Memory of Gerald Paris,
     From Jerry & Peggy Wrabley & Family
In Memory of Eileen & Andy Ragan,
      From Dennis & Vicki Ragan
In Memory of Ed & Rita Schlegel,
      From Dot Schlegel
In Memory of Diane M. Slagle
      From John Slagle
In Memory of Connie (Acquaro) Tedesco
     From Joseph & Mary Lou McKenna
In Memory of Vic Vandewater,
      From Mary Ann Vandewater
In Memory of Lois Weber,
      From Joan Dlubak
In Memory of Sharon Wilson / Jesse
     From Joyce Wilson
In Memory of Leenora Zielinski
      From Teresa Ann Schraeder

http://www.pcuc.org/donate
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