
Equipping, Educating & Advocating...Since 1969 

3050 Pioneer Ave. 
Pittsburgh,  PA 15226 

412-531-9272 
www.PCUC.org / Nikki@pcuc.org 

Volume 58 
 April 2026 

Our 58th Year 

 

PITTSBURGH 

PRO-LIFE 

MARCH SET TO 

DRAW          

THOUSANDS 

www.pittsburghprolifemarch.com for details! 

As we launch this inaugural march, we want to 

show our city that Pittsburgh is proudly pro-

life—and that we stand for the protection and digni-

ty of every human life. Our presence serves as a 

counter-witness to the pro-abortion initiatives in our 

community, including Planned Parenthood, local 

abortion vendors, and the University of Pittsburgh’s 

unethical fetal experimentation. Consider organiz-

ing a group from your church, Knights of Columbus 

Council, or other groups, to travel to the rally to-

gether (bus or van).  We encourage you to bring 

banners with your group’s name to carry during 

the march!   

April 18th 

PRO-LIFE MASS WILL KICK-OFF 

THE RALLY & MARCH! 

The following pro-life groups will have infor-

mation tables set up at the rally:  

• 40 Days for Life 

• Promise of Life Network 

• PA Pregnancy Wellness Collaborative 

• Angel Arms 

• Choose Life at Pitt 

• Couple to Couple League 

• LifePAC 

• New Life Options 

• Pennsylvania Solidarity Party 

• PCUC 

• Sidewalk Advocates for Life 

• The Magee Project 

Location:  Schenley Plaza, 4100 Forbes Ave., Pgh 15260 

Parking:  Busses, vans and carpooling vehicles may park at 
Oakland Catholic  & Central Catholic High School.  All other 
vehicles may park in local garages: Soldiers and Sailors Parking 
Garage, 4390 Bigelow Blvd. or Forbes Semple Parking Garage, 
210 Meyran Ave. 

 

Order of Event: 
 

10:30 am:  Pre-rally with music by Roman Colangelo & band 

11:00 am:  Aquinas Academy School Choir opens with the 

National Anthem, followed by an exciting list of speakers: 
 

• David Bereit, Founder of 40 Days for Life (Keynote) 

• Lydia Taylor Davis, Nat’l spokesperson for Students for Life 

• Many local pro-life leaders 
 

 

12:00 pm:  MARCH BEGINS: A one-mile march will begin 

through the Oakland neighborhood, walking on Bigelow Blvd., 

Bayard St., and Bellefield Ave., ending at Fifth Ave.  

1:00 pm:  Event concludes 

Diaper Drive to benefit local PRC’s & Catholic Charities!  Diapers may 
be dropped off in front of St. Paul Cathedral before opening Mass. 

http://www.pittsburghprolifemarch.com


40 DAYS FOR LIFE ENDS WITH      

JESUS AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The solution to the problems of our poor suffering 

world was carried down Liberty Avenue on Palm 

Sunday, by our beloved auxiliary bishop, His Ex-

cellency Bishop William Waltersheid, as we closed 

our Lenten 40 Days for Life. Approximately 60 

faithful followers of Christ came to pray in front of 

PP, to close out the final moments of this Lenten 

campaign.  

After praying in front of PP, we followed Jesus 

through the streets of Pittsburgh, blessed Palms in 

hand, to Epiphany Church, where the bishop of-

fered a beautiful Mass to thank our Lord for His 

protection and provision during these 40 days.   

God gave us an 

warm day, 

with clear blue 

skies for our 

procession.  It 

was a beautiful 

witness of faith 

to our city! 

“How beautiful are the feet of those 

who bring good news!” (Rom. 10:15) 

Bishop Waltersheid offered a beautiful prayer of 

thanksgiving (you can watch the short video 

here), and also led in a hymn (video here). 

What a witness to our city!   

I was inspired by the devotion on the faces of 

so many people, as they knelt in the street be-

fore our Lord.  

These men actually got out of their car to kneel in the street as 

the procession passed by! 

NEXT CAMPAIGN IS SEPT. 23—NOV. 1ST! 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/godjPWhe4rQ
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/godjPWhe4rQ
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/r7UwSTx76wk


As we begin Holy Week, my heart has been increas-

ingly focused on how transformative the power of 

prayer is. This season carries a profound weight for me 

as I am preparing to receive the three Sacraments of Ini-

tiation this Easter: Baptism, Confirmation, and the Holy 

Eucharist. As I prepare, I have noticed the necessity of 

prayer more than ever, especially as it relates to our mis-

sion to protect the most vulnerable.  

Often in the pro-life movement, we are quick to look for 

tangible victories. These victories are important, but 

much of the most profound work happens in quiet, un-

seen spaces. I am reminded of a powerful story told 

by a former abortion worker. She recounted how, on 

certain days, the lights in the abortion facility would in-

explicably begin to flicker, and essential equipment 

would suddenly cease to work. In those moments of frus-

tration, she would turn to her colleagues and ask, “Oh, 

are those people out there praying again?” This story is 

such a testament to the fact that the Lord is always 

working in ways we do not know.  

Often, God chooses not to let us see the immediate re-

sults of our prayers. This is not meant to discourage us, 

but to keep us rooted in a true faith that does not depend 

on sight. It is a reminder that we don’t pray merely as a 

“kind gesture” or because we “have to,” but because it is 

such a strong spiritual force that brings light into the 

deepest places of darkness. Even when we feel as 

though motivation is lost, our prayers and presence are 

always causing “light flickers” in places that thrive in 

silence and darkness.  

There is also a light growing on campus here at Pitt. 

Choose Life at Pitt is experiencing an incredible season 

of momentum. We are seeing a rise in students who want 

to get more involved, including those who are just begin-

ning to explore the pro-life position. It is a joy to see 

these students in our community. Our advocacy also 

takes the form of practical service. Recently, our mem-

bers came together to assemble blessing bags for our 

local Pregnancy Resource Center. These bags are small 

tokens of love and support for mothers who need a little 

encouragement, but they represent our larger commit-

ment to walking alongside women in need.  

As I prepare for the joy of Easter, I invite you to join 

me in prayer. Let us continue to show up and trust in 

the Lord even when we cannot see the results. The 

Lord is working through us ALWAYS to build a cul-

ture of Life. God Bless.  

 

THE MAGEE PROJECT 

Monthly update by Meredith 

Monthly prayer walks continue around 

Magee Hospital.  Check out the sched-

ule below and join us! 

“Pitt Perspective”  
by Kyra 

Kyra Kishore is the leader of Pitt’s Students 

for Life group, and PCUC’s newest (and 

youngest) board member.  She has agreed to 

write a monthly column to keep us informed 

on the pro-life movement on campus. 



  

CALLING ON ALL PRO-LIFERS!  

Yes, this means you! . We need everyone to come 

together for Pittsburgh’s most important pro-life 

event of the year!  

As many of you know, on Saturday, April 18 at 

11:00 AM, we will gather for the first annual Pitts-

burgh Pro-Life March. The event will feature na-

tional and local speakers, a children’s choir, and a 

time of pastoral prayer and encouragement. 

But most importantly—will you be there? 

Your presence truly matters. The success of this 

march and rally depends on people like you show-

ing up and standing together. There’s every reason 

to attend: the event is free, Saturday traffic is typi-

cally light, and there is plenty of parking available . 

See the website for details at 

www.pittsburghprolifemarch.com.  

Some churches have even arranged group transpor-

tation by bus. (See bus list below.) Schenley Plaza 

can accommodate thousands, and the march will 

take place rain or shine. RSVP or not, we need you 

there! 

Why the urgency? Because this is an opportunity to 

show the city of Pittsburgh that thousands of us 

stand united in support of the sanctity of life. It’s a 

chance to publicly affirm that all lives, especially 

the lives of the unborn, are valuable and worthy of 

protection. 

If you've been standing on the sidelines lately, or if 

you’re regularly involved in the pro-life movement, 

now is the time to stand up and shout from the 

mountain tops with the rest of us that life is sacred, 

that life is a gift from God, and that it must not be 

violated. 

God bless.  See you on Saturday, April 18! 

 

A sidewalk advocate training was held on Satur-

day, March 21st at the PCUC office.  Thanks to 

the faithful work of Andrew McCauley, three brand 

new faces are now better equipped to offer abortion 

bound women and men real hope and help for their 

crisis pregnancies.  These three young people have 

taken the first step by answering God’s call to be a 

voice for the voiceless, and to stand in the gap to 

intercede for those being led to the slaughter. Chris, 

Emma and Andrew, welcome to  our sidewalk ad-

vocate family!  May God bless you and may He use 

your efforts to save many lives and souls from abor-

tion!  If you are feeling God calling you to take the 

training, contact him at ajmccauleyjr@icloud.com  

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Greg Engelmeyer 

NEWS FROM THE SIDEWALK 

By Andrew McCauley, 

Pittsburgh’s Sidewalk    Advocates for Life 

Andrew McCauley (left), offered sidewalk advocate 
training  on March 21st.  Welcome new advocates 

Chris, Emma and Andrew! 

BUS LIST FOR PITTSBURGH PRO-LIFE MARCH: 

Resurrection parish (Bethel Park) : 

Carolyn at 412-860-9980 

Regina Coeli parish (North Hills)  

Chris at 724-799-0249 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Gibsonia)  

Ginny at 412-726-2136 

St. Francis & St. Clare of Assisi (Butler)  

Cil at 724-352-2149 x214  

Archangel Gabriel (Robinson Twp.)  

Helen at 412-480-2908 

Most Precious Blood of Jesus Nikki at 412-926-9413 

http://www.pittsburghprolifemarch.com
mailto:ajmccauleyjr@icloud.com


ACTION ITEM: 

Contact Keystone to let them know that 

babies are NOT Medical Waste!!! 

On Wednesday, March 4, 2026, two 40Days for 

Life volunteers, Cathy Z and Peggy D, observed a 

large truck, labeled "KeystoneMedWaste," pull up 

in front of Pittsburgh's "Planned Parenthood."   

To their hor-

ror, the truck 

remained 

there for a 

good chunk 

of the morn-

ing, while 

large red 

containers, 

marked 

"Hazardous 

Medical Waste," were brought out of the abortu-

ary and loaded on board.  This, the ladies noted 

sadly, was the "hearse" for the remains of who 

(other than God) knows how many young human 

beings murdered inside PP. 

At this point, we don't know what Keystone Medi-

cal Waste does with the babies' bodies, but we DO 

know that "waste" disposal companies are a weak 

link in the grisly abortion business.  Often such 

companies decide not to renew their contract 

with PP.  Without a disposal company, PP can-

not legally stay in business. 

This makes it imperative that we pro-lifers 

urge Keystone Medical Waste to STOP aiding 

and abetting PP or any other abortion busi-

ness.  Created Equal, an Ohio pro-life group, re-

ports that Keystone is contracting with abortion 

businesses in Ohio as well as Pennsylvania.   

Created Equal has given us the following contact 

information, so that we can write to express our 

horror: 

• Send emails to Mr. Rand LeMarinel, direc-
tor, at Rand@KeystoneMedWaste.com; 

 

Send letters to Keystone's parent company: 

    Adrienne Quintana, CEO 

    Redwood Holding LLC 

    302 East Washington Street, #1134 

     Monroe, GA. 30655; 
 

Call Keystone's two top executives: 
 

Rand LeMarinel: 276-618-3123 / 720-807-9541 

Bruce Halstengard: 864-365-1589 

Red containers full of babies killed by abortion, in front 
of Planned Parenthood in Pittsburgh on March 4th.  

The fact that this truck was parked for hours, and was 
filled with so many large containers, may indicate that 
PP has been storing these murdered babies in freezers 
for a long time, which could mean that they are having 
trouble finding a company willing to dispose of them. 

Sidewalk Display Changes Young Minds! 
 

(Mar. 18th):  A group of four 

adolescent kids stopped to 

talk with us. They were look-

ing at the signs and the fetal 

models and one of them said, 

“Are you the ones who protest abortion? Why do you do 

that?” I answered that we do it because the killing of in-

nocent humans is wrong. One of them then said, “But 

what if a woman doesn’t want to have a baby?” I told 

them that if she is pregnant, she already HAS a baby…that 

it is too late to decide that she doesn’t “want” one. That 

seemed to sink in. Then they crowded around the fetal 

models and asked the ages of the various models, and 

asked when abortion is allowed. I pointed to the second 

largest one, which is 26 weeks, and told them that in PA, 

abortion is allowed till 24 weeks. One of the kids said, 

“That is disgusting!”. And then one of the girls said, “You 

have changed my mind. Abortion is wrong!” 

mailto:Rand@KeystoneMedWaste.com


Note from Nikki 

From Nikki Bruni, Executive Director 

Seeing the Suffering… 
 

It seems to me that there are two paths to Jesus 

that we can take…(assuming we are on the path to Jesus 

in the first place). Most of the world is oblivious to Him, 

sadly, and are living their lives as best they can, without 

giving Jesus a thought.  But still…even for the small 

remnant of us, who know and love Jesus…there are 

two paths: The first path is one most travelled; the path 

of comfortable “luke-warmness“. We go to church on 

Sunday and say our daily prayers. We carefully measure 

out what we can give to Him each day, so as not to cause 

an excess of suffering to ourselves.  But then there’s the 

second path; the path of total self-giving without count-

ing the cost. This path is chosen by very few. 

I was inspired to write this reflection after reading 

the autobiography of St. Theresa of Avila. She lived in 

16th century Spain at a time when Christianity was part 

of the culture. Convents and monasteries were filled. It 

was not uncommon for young women and men to take 

vows of obedience, poverty and chastity. A total “self-

giving”, right? Well, actually, not so much.  You see, 

secular life was difficult back then, while religious life 

offered somewhat of a respite. In fact, the convents had 

become very comfortable places to live. They had beauti-

ful buildings with nice furniture and decorations. Nuns 

were permitted to receive visitors and to go out of the 

convents to visit family and friends. They still said their 

communal prayers, of course…but in general, life in the 

convents was comfortable and worldly. This is the life 

that St. Teresa lived, in the Carmelite convent in Avila 

until she was 40 years old. It’s not that she was sinning. 

She was not. But in her own words, she declared that 

she was lukewarm in her faith, and that if she had con-

tinued on that path, she would have ended up in Hell, in 

a specific place that the devil had prepared for her, 

which God allowed her to actually visit! 

If she would have continued on that path of “comfortable 

Christianity”…we would have no St. Theresa of Avila. 

The Carmelite order would not have been reformed. And 

the saint may even have lost her soul. So, what changed 

her from the lukewarm Catholic nun, who enjoyed friv-

olous conversations and vanities…to the spiritual pow-

erhouse and Doctor of the Church that she became? 

It was an image of Jesus being scourged, which hung 

in the chapel of her convent. Although it had always 

been there, and she had looked upon it numerous times, 

one day, she looked at it and really SAW it. In that mo-

ment, her eyes were opened to the lukewarm life she had 

been leading, and was ashamed. After this experience, 

she gave herself totally over to prayer and went on to 

found 17 tiny convents that lived by the original Carmel-

ite rule, which was extreme poverty and constant pray-

er. In imitation of Jesus’ own disciples, they gave up 

everything to follow Jesus. 

These are the two paths for Christians to take. The 

first path is one that we choose because we love our-

selves. Sure, we love Jesus too…but we love ourselves 

more. We love our comforts more. We are like the 

crowds that gather to see Jesus. We want to be healed. 

We want to be awed by His miracles. We want to be fed 

by the loaves.  The second path is the one that leads to 

that “inner circle of intimacy” with Jesus. This is the 

intimacy that the Apostles and the saints enjoyed. These 

are the favored souls who get to talk with Jesus, walk 

with Him, eat with Him, embrace Him, joke with Him, 

cry with Him. This is the True Path that Christians take 

if they really love Jesus, more than they love themselves. 

And this is the path that will attract others to join 

them. This is the path that will transform the world! 

So, how do we get off the path of lukewarmness and 

onto the path of total self-giving? Just like St. Theresa, 

we need to look at the suffering, and allow our hearts to 

be broken. If we open our eyes and really LOOK at the 

tiny babies in the womb who are being killed without 

mercy by abortion, and allow God to break our hearts, 

as He broke St. Teresa’s heart…we will be transformed. 

We will finally stop asking God what He can do for us, 

and we will want to do something for God. We will get 

out of our own comfort zones and go to suffer with 

Him and to love with Him. 

This is a photo of a baby who was 
aborted alive, and was left to die. 

The nurse took this photo of him as 
he sucked his thumb, trying to 

comfort himself as he died. This 
was published at Life news. https://

www.lifenews.com/2026/02/05/
baby-left-to-die-sucking-his-thumb-

after-botched-abortion/  

ALLOW YOURSELF TO SEE THE SUFFERING... 

https://www.lifenews.com/2026/02/05/baby-left-to-die-sucking-his-thumb-after-botched-abortion/
https://www.lifenews.com/2026/02/05/baby-left-to-die-sucking-his-thumb-after-botched-abortion/
https://www.lifenews.com/2026/02/05/baby-left-to-die-sucking-his-thumb-after-botched-abortion/
https://www.lifenews.com/2026/02/05/baby-left-to-die-sucking-his-thumb-after-botched-abortion/


 

 



NOTE: If you have sent a memorial tribute for a loved one 

that was supposed to be published in this April edition and it 

is not here, please contact Nikki at Nikki@pcuc.org.  .   

In Honor of Rosalyn “Roz” Lutz, 

 From David & MaryEllen O’Boyle 

In Honor of Dr. Terence Philbin as he retires, 

 From Jerry & Peggy Wrabley 

In Honor of the Pittsburgh Pro-Life March 

 From the Knights of Columbus 

Asking for prayers for Christopher DiSabato, 

 From his mother Beverly 

In Memory of Dr. Frank Arch 

 From Jim & Donna Grab 

In Memory of Sue Beer, 

 From Patricia Policastro 

In Memory of Ed Blank 

 From Jim & Donna Grab 

In Memory of Lorraine Kasten/Cerminara 

 From Ron Cerminara 

In Memory of Maria Derrico, 

 From Wendy & William Bowes 

In Memory of Dr. Lawrence Dunnegan 

 From Jim & Donna Grab 

In Memory of Dr. Gilbert Friday 

 From Jim & Donna Grab 

In Memory of Emeric & Elijah Gruber 

 From Thomas & Mildred Gruber 

In Memory of Gordon Kaercher 

 From Jerry & Peggy Wrabley 

In Memory of Caroline Wilhelm/Kasten, 

 From Ron Cerminara 

In Memory of Marilou Kennedy 

 From Paul Kennedy 

In Memory of Charlie Kirk, 

      From Seamus Maloney 

In Memory of Michael Lucas 

 From his wife, Maureen 

In Memory of Susan Marini 

 From Jerry & Peggy Wrabley 

In Memory of John McCarthy 

 From Denise McCarthy 

In Memory of Debra Mirt 

 From her beloved husband, Joseph Mirt 

In Memory of Bob Newman 

 From Darryl Smith 

In Memory of Mary Regina 

 From Tom Regina 

In Memory of Madonna Roney, 

 From Dee Gallagher 

In Memory of Mary Jo, Ray & Sean O’Rourke 

 From Virginia Speer 

In Memory of Laura Plizga,  

 From her grandmother, Maureen Lucas 

In Memory of Frank, Lucille & Teri Scurci, 

 From Reno & Chris Vitale 

In Loving Memory of Diane Slagle 

 From John Slagle 

In Memory of Dick Sopher 

 From Karen McElhaney 

In Memory of Dr. Richard Source 

 From Jim & Donna Grab 

In Memory of Kay Stump 

 From Helen Cindrish 

In Memory of Charlie Theiss, 

 From Helen Cindrich 

In Memory of Charlie Theiss 

 From Dave & Marlene Wohleber 

In Memory of Vic Vandewater 

 From Mary Ann Vandewater 

In Memory of Dr. John F. Ward 

 From Jim & Donna Grab 

 

                     HONORS & MEMORIALS     

Honor your loved one by  sending a donation of any amount to: 

PCUC, 3050 Pioneer Ave., Pittsburgh PA 15226 

Be sure to include the name of the person to honor or memorialize, who it is 

from and to whom the acknowledgment is to be sent. 

Or donate online at www.pcuc.org/donate 

http://www.pcuc.org/donate

