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JOIN 40 DAYS FOR LIFE’S LENTEN 

CAMPAIGN, FROM FEB. 18-MAR. 29! 

Now is the time to gather together as followers of 

Christ, to bring His Light and Love to the doorsteps 

of Planned Parenthood!  Come to the Kick-off on 

Feb. 17th, and sign up to pray on the sidewalk as 

often as possible during these 40 days!  The vigil 

runs every day from 7:30 am till 5:00 pm!  Your 

presence could save a life and a soul!  Sign up at 

www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh or contact Nikki 

at Nbruni@40daysforlifepgh.com. 

A REQUEST FROM PCUC 

As PCUC is now a tax-deductible 501C-3 non-

profit organization, we kindly ask that all dona-

tions be made payable to PCUC, and not to 

PFFL.  Thank you for your help in making our 

bookkeeping job a little easier! 

 

ANNOUNCING:  ROSARY CAMPAIGN 

TO SHUT DOWN PP! 

    From Andrew McCauley 

One of our volunteers suggested 

that we start a Rosary campaign 

for the permanent closure of PP,  

given their current struggles. I 

thought this was a great idea! 

Originally the goal of 933 rosar-

ies was proposed, but given that number’s proximi-

ty to 1,000, I thought it would be a shame not to 

shoot at a four-digit total. The goal is to have 1,000         

Rosaries prayed before Easter. If we exceed our 

goal, we’ll go for 2K!  

Use the form linked below to participate in the cam-

paign, and please share this link with your friends 

and with any prayer group you may be a part of!  

Rosary Campaign Link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSeOwlYNqvGZeLCZRV-

iGM34ebdDppffijVyNhkSR86ifZ0ZXg/viewform?

usp=dialog 

So as to avoid spam responses from pro-aborts, 

please DO NOT share this link on any kind of pub-

lic social media.  

http://www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh
mailto:nbruni@40daysforlifepgh.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOwlYNqvGZeLCZRV-iGM34ebdDppffijVyNhkSR86ifZ0ZXg/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOwlYNqvGZeLCZRV-iGM34ebdDppffijVyNhkSR86ifZ0ZXg/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOwlYNqvGZeLCZRV-iGM34ebdDppffijVyNhkSR86ifZ0ZXg/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOwlYNqvGZeLCZRV-iGM34ebdDppffijVyNhkSR86ifZ0ZXg/viewform?usp=dialog




PCUC’S ANNUAL PRAYER         

BREAKFAST WAS ENJOYED BY ALL! 

On January 17th, almost a hundred supporters of 

PCUC gathered at the LeMont Restaurant for a time 

of prayer and fellowship...and a wonderful breakfast!   

The view of our city was the perfect backdrop as we 

prayed for an end to abortion in Pittsburgh. We are 

most grateful for the inspiring talk given by His 

Excellency, Bishop William Waltersheid, who re-

minded us of the importance of the Holy Family and 

the SIGN given to us in the birth of Jesus as a small, 

vulnerable baby, laid to rest in a feeding trough in-

side of a stable for animals.  He reminded us that His 

Name, Emmanuel...means that He will always be 

with us.  God works through those who are small and 

humble...especially those who are standing for the 

most weak and vulnerable among us.    The good 

bishop encouraged us by reminding us that it is in 

our imperfections and our weaknesses, that God is 

able to use us to do His most powerful works. So, the 

next time you look at a Nativity Scene, be reminded 

and encouraged that this tiny baby in the manger is 

leading us in the pro-life work that we do.  He is 

with us and loves us...imperfections and all!  Thanks 

to all who attended!  May God bless us all, and may 

He bring an end to the tragedy of abortion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Joe Codori (above), 
with his brother Greg 
and Karen (Carolyn 
Martin’s daughter).   

 

On the left is Sheila 
Cavalet with her hus-

band, Joe.  Sheila is the 
creative genius of our 

pro-life billboards! 

Pro-life veterans 
Mary Lou Gart-
ner and Helen 
Cindrich, with 

Mary Lou’s 
granddaughter, 
Karen. (Right) 

Pastor Dan Hendley (retired pastor of North Park Church), gave 
the invocation.  He is seated with Meredith Parente and her hus-
band, Frank.  Meredith is the fearless leader of  the Magee Pro-

ject and heads PCUC’s Communication Committee. 

Pictured:  Nikki Bruni, Bishop Waltersheid, Joe 
Bruni, and PCUC board members Tom Patterson & 

Pete Mullen, with Tom’s daughter Danielle. 

Deacon Bill Strathmann and his worship team led 

us in prayer and worship.  We are very grateful 

for their music and their love for our Lord! 



Today’s Gospel (The Parable of the 
Lamp ) Mark 4:21-25: 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Is a lamp brought in to be 

placed under a bushel basket or under a bed, and not to 

be placed on a lampstand? For there is nothing hidden 

except to be made visible; nothing is secret except to 

come to light. Anyone who has ears to hear ought to 

hear.” He also told them, “Take care what you hear. The 

measure with which you measure will be measured out 

to you,  and still more will be given to you.  To the one 

who has, more will be given;  from the one who has not, 

even what he has will be taken away.”In some of previ-

ous notes for the PCUC Newsletter, I’ve written about 

using our gifts, and about speaking out about our beliefs.  

Even though I am not an expert on theology, I thought I 

understood this gospel but didn’t trust my own interpre-

tation for publication.  Internet to the rescue – under Ser-

monsearch.com, it reads as this: 

• The lamp represents the light of God’s truth. 

• Believers are encouraged to let their light shine, il-
luminating the world around them. 

• Just as a lamp is placed on a stand to be seen, Chris-
tians should openly share their faith. 

• Hiding one's faith is likened to placing a lamp under 
a basket, which defeats its purpose. 

• The parable teaches that individuals are accountable 
for how they use the light (truth) given to them. 
(The measures) 

• Those who embrace and share their faith will re-
ceive more understanding, while those who do not 
may lose what little they have. 

• Christians are called to demonstrate their good 
works so that others may glorify God. 

I think this is all of us who are dedicated to wipe out 

abortion.  Many of us are down there on the Sidewalk 

every week or month, offer help, hope ,peace, comfort 

and love, all for doing God’s will.   To all of us who read 

this newsletter – let your light shine, use your gifts as 

they have been given to you by God, and do your part, 

whatever it may be to help save the lives of the innocent 

children who are helplessly slaughtered by the Evil One 

every day.  Together with prayer and action and the help 

of God’s hand, we ARE saving lives and we ARE doing 

his will.  God bless, be safe, and stay warm out there! 

 

THE MAGEE PROJECT     

Update by Meredith Parente 

Fetal Research is DEFUNDED! 

Praise God that January 22 brought a 

major policy shift at the National In-

stitutes of Health.  On the anniversary of Roe vs. 

Wade, NIH announced a new policy ending the use 

of human fetal tissue in NIH-supported research, 

marking a significant milestone in the Trump Ad-

ministration’s efforts to modernize biomedical sci-

ence and accelerate innovation.  Effective immedi-

ately, NIH funds will no longer be used to sup-

port research involving human fetal tissue from 

elective abortions.”  

This is how NIH is expressing the change they’ve 

made to cut off funding for experimentation and 

research using aborted babies.  Our hope and prayer 

is that this directly affects fetal experimentation and 

research using babies aborted at Magee. We pray 

this puts an end to Pitt being a “Tissue Hub” for fe-

tal tissue distribution around the country. 

Undoubtedly, we will hear an outcry from research-

ers about how devastating this news will be to the 

scientific community. They will not hesitate to lie 

about the impact. 

This will be a great opportunity to educate friends, 

neighbors, and legislators about the evil of treating 

the bodies of babies whose lives were taken by elec-

tive abortion as a commodity for sale. 

To remind yourself of details of NIH funded re-

search at Magee, you can read this article online 

Dark Deeds or request a print copy of the Dark 

Deeds brochure from Meredith@PCUC.org. 

NIH Announces Major Policy Shift to End Use of Human Fetal 

Tissue in NIH-Supported Research | National Institutes of 

Health (NIH)  

 

For the Communications Committee update, we 

refer our readers to the following website, which is 

helpful in educating on pro-life apologetics: 

In Defense of Life - Life Issues Institute  

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Greg Engelmeyer 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-028.html
https://www.paprolifecoalition.org/upmc-hidden-history
mailto:Meredith@PCUC.org
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-announces-major-policy-shift-end-use-human-fetal-tissue-nih-supported-research
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-announces-major-policy-shift-end-use-human-fetal-tissue-nih-supported-research
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-announces-major-policy-shift-end-use-human-fetal-tissue-nih-supported-research
https://lifeissues.org/in-defense-of-life/


Note from Nikki 

Executive Director 

Giving Up What is Most Precious... 

Lately I have been reflecting on the 

story from the Book of First Samuel, 

where Hannah is praying desperately for a child.  

Do you remember the story?  She is unable to con-

ceive, and so she goes to the temple and prayed, 

“weeping copiously”…(making such a scene that 

the priest, Eli, accused her of being drunk!)  Han-

nah made a vow to the Lord, that if He would give 

her a male child, that she would in turn, give that 

child back to Him.  The amazing part of the story?  

She actually did it!  She weaned the child, and then 

took him back to the temple and presented him to 

Eli.  When I thought of her leaving her small son, 

whom she had so desperately wanted...I felt 

ashamed of my own unwillingness to give to God 

the things that are most precious to me.   

From Hanna’s sacrifice, God was able to accom-

plish amazing works!  That child, offered to God, 

became the prophet to Israel.  Samuel was the advi-

sor to King Saul, and then to King David.  He was 

the vessel through which God spoke to His chosen 

people. Hannah’s sacrifice bore unbelievable fruit!   

I must say that I was convicted by this story.  

God has asked me to make sacrifices in the past, 

and I have promised that I would...and I have gone 

back on my promises, time and time again.  This 

story has inspired me to recommit myself to offer-

ing something to God, in the hope and expectation 

that He will use it to bring about fruit.  I have cho-

sen just a small thing to offer to him, (back to the 

Wednesday and Friday bread and water fast-

ing)...hoping that I can stick with it.   

Maybe God is asking you to give up something 

precious as well?  I wonder what wonderful works 

He will bring about through these offerings of 

love?  As Andrew mentioned in his article, Planned 

Parenthood in Pittsburgh seems to be faltering!  

Maybe God will use our prayers and offerings as 

the final “straw” that breaks Planned Parenthood’s 

“back”!  

PLANNED PARENTHOOD FALTERS! 

Great news came this week as PPWP announced 

a major temporary reduction in its “services” 

throughout our region. The Liberty Ave location 

appears to be suspending almost everything they 

offer except abortion. The extent to which abor-

tions will continue to be performed there remains 

unclear. They could continue at the current rate or 

may be performed on a more infrequent basis. 

Time will tell.   To my mind, this shakeup has three 

major causes: first, God both hearing our prayers 

and using our presence; second, poor financials; 

and third, low employee morale; and the first rea-

son contributes to the last two.  
 

As hard as “saves” seem to achieve, they do hap-

pen, and they do affect PP profits. As hardened 

as abortion workers can seem (and they’re pretty 

hardened), they still are only human. Reports say 

that PP has lost numerous staff members in the past 

few months for various reasons. Could it be that 

some of them got tired of the prick of conscience 

we gave them on their way to work?  

In our mission to save individual babies, we also 

degrade the abortion machine as a whole. Now 

is the time to pray very hard that PP never recovers 

from this temporary retreat. We also must continue 

to make our presence felt at PP, in increased num-

bers if possible! Coincidentally (or not), I was 

joined by 5 others on my normal Saturday 10-12 

this week. What a difference a couple extra people 

make!  

If there was ever a time to push harder, it is now! If 

you have not been to the sidewalk for a while (or 

perhaps ever), come on down and pray! A full 

sidewalk makes an empty building. Please help 

make that sidewalk full! 

Next training will be late Feb. or early March.  

Email Andrew at andrewSAFLPGH@protonmail.com 

NEWS FROM THE SIDEWALK 

By Andrew McCauley, Director of 
Pittsburgh’s Sidewalk Advocates   



 

HELP SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT 

OUR FIRST-EVER PRO-LIFE RALLY 

AND MARCH IN PITTSBURGH! 

 

We have printed flyers (2-sided, half-page on 

cardstock, pictured left) available for anyone who 

wants to spread the word among their churches, 

schools, youth groups, and to all your pro-life 

friends!  Email Nikki@pcuc.org to let her know 

how many you need.   

Go to www.pittsburghprolifemarch.com for the 

electronic version of this flyer, and please share it 

far and wide on your social media accounts! 
 

AMAZING LINEUP OF SPEAKERS! 
 

In addition to David Bereit & Lydia Taylor Davis, 

(keynote speakers listed on the flyer), we have 

many other dynamic speakers scheduled to talk, 

including:   

• Michael Geer, PA Family Institute 

• Pastors Jay & Tiffany Gilbert, Another Level 
Ministries 

• Bishop William Waltersheid, Catholic Diocese 
of Pittsburgh 

• Georgette Forney, Silent No More 

• Amy Scheuring, Network of Life 

• Cecily Routman, Jewish Pro-Life Foundation 

• Rep. Stephanie Borowicz 

• Fr. Peter Gruber, Pittsburgh Oratory 
 

SPONSORS FOR THIS MARCH: 

• People Concerned for the Unborn Child 

• Jewish Pro-Life Foundation 

• The Magee Project 

• Knights of Columbus 

• Choose Life at Pitt 

• American Solidarity Party 
 

We are seeking additional sponsors for this 

event!  All sponsors will be listed on the official 

“Pittsburgh Pro-Life” T-shirt, on the banners and 

recognized by name from the stage.     

If your organization is interested in being a spon-

sor, please contact Nikki at Nikki@pcuc.org.   





NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE—

MASSIVE TURN-OUT OF YOUTH! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are few times when I actually enjoy feeling 

old, but attending the National March for Life in 

Washington DC is one of them!  I took this photo 

of the crowd behind me during the march on Janu-

ary 23rd.  Do you see a single old face?     

I was a little wor-

ried that the 

crowds would be 

sparse, since 

many people 

seem to be focus-

ing more on local 

marches, but it 

sure seemed to me to be as big as ever!  Even more 

encouraging than the 

size of the crowds, were 

the young age of most!  

This gives us hope that 

this next generation is 

ready and able to pick 

up the torch from us 

who are getting older.  

The battle goes on.  We 

will never stop being a 

voice for those without 

one.  Thanks to all who 

sacrificed a long day to travel to Washington DC! 

PCUC’S PRO-LIFE BILLBOARDS 

NOW AT 7 LOCATIONS! 

We are thrilled to announce that we have negotiat-

ed a new contract with Lamar Advertising to add 

three more locations for our digital billboards!  We 

now have seven locations around the city where the 

pro-life message is announced loudly and proudly!  

Locations can change, but as of now they are: 

• 376 East inbound (near Squirrel Hill exit) 

• Ohio River Blvd., 2 miles west of Rt. 79 

• 79 South, inbound, near Bridgeville 

• 28 North, outbound, near Etna 

• W. Liberty Blvd., inbound near Liberty Tunnel 

• 376 West, inbound near Carnegie 

• 376 East, outbound, near Monroeville 
 

LOOK FOR THESE EYE-CATHING 

DESIGNS IN FEBRUARY: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My travel buddies, Kathy and Kim, 
were with me when we ran into 

Abby Johnson! 

Kyra Kishore, president of Pitt’s 
Students for Life was leading chants 

for her group. 



 
Last month I asked you to contact the PA Senate 

regarding House Bill 1957.  This bill could have 

enshrined Abortion in the PA Constitution. Thank 

you so much for doing so.  I did the same. I heard 

back from the Republican Majority Leader of the 

Senate State Committee, where the bill was re-

ferred. I want to share the following response from 

Senator Dush :  
 

“All bills that would cause a change to the Pennsylva-

nia Constitution must run through the Senate State 

Government Committee.  I am the Chair of that Com-

mittee.  HB1957 is in my committee but it will NOT be 

running through it.  Beyond the abomination of what 

this bill would do to destroy image bearers of Al-

mighty God it is so poorly drafted it opens the door for 

any, so called, medical professional to authorize the 

killing of babies up until moments before birth.  

Those who voted for this voted to create dozens of 

Kermit Gosnell’s around the Commonwealth.” 
 

Praise the Lord for people like him!  The Right to Life 

of Pennsylvania reported that the following bills 

were planned to be voted on the House floor, but 

were never presented for a vote:  

• HB1957: The “Murder Amendment” would 

have rewritten our Constitution to enshrine abortion 

as a “fundamental right,” instantly erasing every pro

-life law in Pennsylvania. 

• HB670: Shields abortion clinics and punishes 

peaceful Christians who pray or witness outside 

them a state-level version of Biden’s FACE Act. 

• HB1640: Hides abortion records from law enforce-

ment, shielding abortionists from accountability. 

• HB1641 & HB1643: Create “safe-harbor” pro-

tections for abortion traffickers, even those trans-

porting minors across state lines for abortions. 

•    HB2005: Repeals counseling and waiting peri-

ods, rushing women straight onto the abortion table 

without time for reflection or alternatives. 
 

Thank God they did not get to that point. My dear 

friends, it’s not over. We need to keep watch and 

remain vigilant, and offer our prayers and fasting. It 

is God who is in control. We are His servants and 

we have an army of Saints and Angels behind us.  

WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE.  

Resources: Senator Cris Dush ; PA.GOV 

Right to Life of Pennsylvania 

LEGISLATION UPDATE 

FROM ANITA... 

 

FREE PRO-LIFE MOVIE, “THE INNER SEA”  

 

Join your pro-life family on Friday, Feb. 27th at 7:00 pm for an evening of inspira-

tion as we watch this beautiful film about a woman who chose adoption instead 

of abortion.  Thanks to His Excellency, Bishop Waltersheid for bringing this film 

to us!  Film will be shown in the McDowell Auditorium, Diocese of Pittsburgh, 

Pastoral Center, 2900 Noblestown Rd., Pgh 15205.  A free will offering will be 

accepted. 

TITLE X FUNDING RESTORED TO PLANNED 

PARENTHOOD 

Currently, we are waiting to see how the reported 

quiet restoration of Title X funding to Planned 

Parenthood for non-abortion services by the 

Trump administration will pan out.  Stay tuned... 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS TO ATTEND A FREE SHOWING OF THIS ENCOUR-
AGING PRO-LIFE FILM ABOUT A WOMAN WHO CHOSE ADOPTION INSTEAD 

OF ABORTION! BROUGHT TO US BY BISHOP WILLIAM WALTERSHEID! 



In Honor of the McBeth & Rhad Families,  

 From Catherine Rhad 

In Honor of Mr. Charles Meier, 

 From  Mary Alice Petchar 

In Honor of the birth of Logan Earl Mitchell,  

 30th grandchild of Judith Croxton 

In Honor of Charlie Hogan, 

 From Mary Claire & Dr.  Donald Hogan 

In Honor of Mary Catherine Scanlon,     

 From Jeff & Helen Remington & Family 

In Honor of Sidewalk Counselors 

       From R. Thomas & Patricia Forr 

In Memory of Melzi & Rachelle  Antonacci,   

 From Ed & Charlene Antonacci 

In Memory of Irmo (Babe) & Alma Antonacci,  

 From Ed & Charlene  Antonacci 

In Memory of Lauren A. Buck, 

 From Joe & Marilyn Buck 

In Memory of Frank Cindrich, 

 From Joe Matusz 

In Memory of Joan Derrick 

 From Patricia Ligday 

In Memory of Walter Dlubak, 

 From Joan Dlubak 

In Memory of Judy Faranda, 

 From Joan & Robert Dristas 

In Honor of George & Betty Fischer, 

 From their daughter 

In Memory of Richard Gilvarry 

            From James & Debra Manion 

In Memory of Angel Gross, 

 From Bill & Arlene Gross 

In Memory of Lorraine Kasten/Cerminara & 

Caroline Wilhelm/Kasten,  

 From Ronald Cerminara 

In Memory of Gordon E. Kaercher, 

 From Ann Miller 

In Memory of Charlie Kirk, 

      From Seamus Maloney 

In Memory of Irene Koslowski, 

 From James Koslowski 

In Memory of Br. Robert McKenna, C.P.,  

 From Joe & Mary Lou   McKenna 

In Memory of Joseph Mediate, 

 From Juanita Bollinger 

In Memory of Betty & Albert Mehal, 

 From Janet Mehal 

In Memory of Luka Merski, 

            From Michael & Cara Merski 

In Memory of Fr. John L. O’Shea,  

 From Anonymous 

In Memory of my sister, Kathy Park, 

 From Ruth Murtha 

In Memory of Shelley Peconi, 

           From Madelyn & James Sivak 

In Honor of Pat Raucci 

 From Juanita Bollinger 

In Memory of Bill & Edyie Schirra 

 From Laurie & John Schirra 

In Memory of Diane Slagle, 

 From John & Melissa Slagle 

In Memory of Edward Veres,  

 From his wife, Mary Verez 

 

                     HONORS & MEMORIALS     

Honor your loved one by  sending a donation of 
any amount to: 

 

PCUC, 3050 Pioneer Ave.,         Pittsburgh PA 15226 

 

Be sure to include the name of the person to honor or memorialize, who 

it is from and to whom the acknowledgment is to be sent. 
 

Or donate online at www.pcuc.org/donate 

http://www.pcuc.org/donate

