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Our 57th Year 

PCUC SET TO DOUBLE PRO-LIFE 

BILLBOARD CAMPAIGN IN 2026! 

Convinced that our powerful messages have saved 

lives in 2025, PCUC is now committed to DOU-

BLING our billboard expenditures in Pittsburgh by 

expanding beyond our current four locations!  

Thanks to the generous contributions from our sup-

porters, we will be able to keep warning Pittsburgh-

ers of the dangers of the abortion pill and visually 

proclaiming the dignity of preborn human life to 

thousands of commuters in the Pittsburgh area! 

IMPORTANT ABORTION FUNDING 
CASE HEARD IN PITTSBURGH! 

By Meredith Parente 

With Gov. Shapiro refusing to defend the law, At-

torney General Dave Sunday’s office took up the 

mantle of defense in the Allegheny Reproductive 

Health Center v. Pennsylvania Department of Hu-

man Services case. (Thank you to recently elected 

Dave Sunday!) 

On November 5th, Pennsylvania Commonwealth 

Court heard arguments in Pittsburgh about this case 

brought by Allegheny Reproductive in East Liberty 

and Planned Parenthood abortion centers across the 

state. Abortion providers in PA want to strike down 

all protections for women and tax payers.  You can 

read more here: PA Family article 

Judge Cheryl Lynn Allen (ret), of Counsel with the 

Independence Law Center and a former Pennsylva-

nia Superior Court judge, underscored that this case 

also exposes abortion’s racial injustice: 

“For decades, the abortion industry has dispropor-

tionately targeted Black women under the guise of 

‘choice’ and ‘healthcare.’ The data show this is not 

access—it’s exploitation. Nearly half of all Black 

pregnancies in some states end in abortion, a dev-

astating legacy rooted in eugenics and racism.”  

In PA women of color represent 5-6% of the popu-

lation while having over 40% of the abortions. 

Please pray for justice to prevail for vulnerable 

women and unborn life, and for Pennsylvania to 

uphold the dignity of every human life. 

Source: PAFamily.org 

Look for these billboards throughout December on Rt. 

28 north and the Parkway east! 

https://independencelaw.org/case-page-allegheny-reproductive-health-center-v-pa-dept-of-human-services/
https://independencelaw.org/case-page-allegheny-reproductive-health-center-v-pa-dept-of-human-services/
https://independencelaw.org/case-page-allegheny-reproductive-health-center-v-pa-dept-of-human-services/
https://pafamily.org/2025/11/06/commonwealth-court-hears-abortion-case-arguments/
https://pafamily.org/2025/11/06/commonwealth-court-hears-abortion-case-arguments/
https://pafamily.org/about/team/allen-cheryl/
https://independencelaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2021-12-13-Amicus-Curiae-Brief-for-Black-Leaders.pdf
https://independencelaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2021-12-13-Amicus-Curiae-Brief-for-Black-Leaders.pdf


As I sit down to write this article on 

Thanksgiving weekend, it feels cliché to 

consider the many reasons we have to be grateful.  How-

ever, I am thinking of our wonderful young priest’s homi-

ly from yesterday’s Thanksgiving Mass, where he en-

couraged us to always remember to thank God for all that 

he has given us when we pray.  It struck me at first, 

“What, doesn’t everybody do that?”  Then I remembered 

the nightly prayers that my wife and I always say before 

the lights go out; filled with prayer requests for healing 

for sick friends and relatives, better relationships and 

lives for our family, and for the safety of our country and 

its officials.  Yes, I do remember to say, “Thank you, 

Lord”, but probably not often enough.  I sometimes offer 

the quote, first attributed to John Bradford, an English 

preacher in 1555, while watching prisoners being led off 

to their execution, “There, but for the grace of God, go I”. 
 

Today I am thankful for things such as being born in the 

good ole’ USA and being raised with loving parents who 

set a good example for me.  I am also grateful that I have 

the opportunity to practice my religion freely, and to 

speak out against evil.   (Think about the thousands of 

Christians in Nigeria who are being slaughtered because 

of their belief in Christ.)  At our Thanksgiving table, we 

thanked God for the delicious meal, and our loving family 

in the warm cozy house in which we celebrated. 
 

I could go on and on about the many blessings God has 

given us – our families, husbands and wives, and chil-

dren, our health, our jobs, the roofs over our heads, the 

leisure time we have, our bodies, the air we breathe, the 

beautiful sunsets, fall colors, cool ocean breezes, winter 

wonderlands, fresh rain to replenish our earth, the soil 

we have to grow food, oceans and rivers teaming with 

fish.   The list is endless. 
 

In summary, we are truly blessed to be God’s chil-

dren, made us in his image and likeness, having re-

ceived from Him our own unique gifts.  

 

This season of gratitude brings many opportunities to 

honor God by using these gifts and talents to help others.  

May we all ask ourselves the question this holiday sea-

son, “How can I use the gifts God has given me to help 

others who have not been blessed as much as me?” 

 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Greg Engelmeyer 

CHEMICAL ABORTIONS 

The Challenge for the Pro-Life Movement 

By Gretchen Cararie 

According to Human Life Alliance, in 

2023 chemical abortions accounted 

for 63% of all abortions in the US. 

As we rejoice at the closure of many abortion facilities in 

recent years, we must adjust our prayers, our educational 

activities, our lobbying efforts to account for the huge 

number of abortions which are taking place behind closed 

doors, without the presence of any medical professionals.  

Human Life Alliance reports research shows that compli-

cations occur in 1 out of 5 chemical abortions, compared 

to 1 out of 20 surgical abortions.  (Chemical Abortion 

Fact Sheet available at humanlife.org.} 

This report of the high numbers of chemical abortions 

comes at the same time that the US Food and Drug Ad-

ministration approved in September 2025 a new form of 

the abortion pill, mifepristone.  Evita Solutions, the com-

pany that produces this “new” pill advertised it as a “new 

generic mifepristone product”  Mifepristone constitutes 

one of the major components of abortion pill prescrip-

tions. 

A medical (or Chemical) abortion is a process that us-

es medication (pills) to end a pregnancy.  The first pill 

is mifepristone, taken to end the life of the unborn child 

by starving it of progesterone.  Then the mother takes 

misoprostol to empty the uterus, i.e. to deliver the unborn 

baby.  The FDA approved the original version of mife-

pristone (RU-486) in 2000 and has gradually eased access 

over the past 25 years. 

What can the Pro-Life community do in response to the 

rise in chemical abortions? 

• Educate women who have started the chemical abor-

tion process  about Abortion Pill Reversal.  This re-

versal process must occur soon after taking the first of 

the 2 abortion pills. (ideally, within 24 hours, but may 

be successful up to 72 hours later)   Dr. George Del-

gado has written a book, Abortion Pill Reversal, 

which describes how this process works.  Websites to 

go to are:  www.abortionpillreversal.com and 

www.athomeabortionfacts.com.  

• When speaking about Respect Life issues, remember 

to include information about Chemical Abortions and 

distribute educational materials at public events. 

 





Forgetting Someone? 
 

What does the secular “Holiday 

Season” have in common with 

abortion? Answer: Both have cold 

disregard for the life of a child. Of these two socie-

tal problems, the baby killing appears by far the 

more fundamental evil. But in fact, abortion owes 

its very existence to the rejection of Christmas. 

Once the Divine Child is refused and forgotten, the 

rejection of anyone or anything else is just a matter 

of course.  
 

Praying at an abortion mill is an excellent prepa-

ration for the celebration of Christmas. It’s a dif-

ficult practice, but it’s in harmony with the peniten-

tial season of Advent. It helps awaken within us an 

intense desire for a savior. It reintroduces the joyful 

news of that Savior to individuals and society.  
 

2025 is almost over. From these past 11 months, Jen 

has compiled 15 pages’ worth of combined hopeful 

and save reports from the Sidewalk Advocates and 

prayer warriors at Pittsburgh’s Planned Parenthood. 

This Advent, please consider making a prayerful 

trip to 933 Liberty Ave and being a part of this life-

saving work. May the Infant Jesus reward you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STORIES FROM THE SIDEWALK 

Two Hopeful Encounters at PP in ONE DAY!!! 

(From two dedicated year-round 
Sidewalk Advocates):  “A woman 
named “I” went in PP just as we ar-
rived on Tuesday and exited shortly 
before our shift ended. She had the 
brown bag, so I talked to her about 
abortion pill reversal. She admitted 

that she took the first one. I gave her the APR infor-
mation and we prayed the Our Father together and she 
said she would consider the reversal.” 

 

“A couple exited PP and were arguing. There was a 
woman with them, the same woman I engaged with a 

while earlier, who I thought at the time was just a 
passerby. This woman took my literature and listened so 

attentively to what I was saying. No wonder!  Her 
daughter was inside with the boyfriend, trying to figure 
out what to do with the pregnancy.  So, I spoke with the 
mom while the two argued on the sidewalk .  She told 
me that they still didn't know what to do. The couple 

wouldn't engage with me, but I threw out some encour-
aging words as they walked away. I feel strongly that 

the mother was supportive of this pregnancy and that 
the couple will ultimately choose life.” 

NEWS FROM THE SIDEWALK 

By Andrew McCauley, Director of Pittsburgh’s 
Sidewalk Advocates for Life 

Saved Baby Saves Grandmother from  

Childlessness! 

(From Mary M.)  An elderly woman 
approached me and my partner on a 
Thursday and shared her story with 
us; she had been pregnant years ago, 
not long after abortion became     
legal.  She and her husband had two 
children and didn't think they could 
manage another.  However, by the 
time she went to the clinic for the 
abortion, she was already beyond the 
legal limit to abort, so she had the 

baby.  She said he was much loved by the family. He grew 
up and married and has children.   

She said that her two older children unexpectedly died 
young, and she said that if not for the child she almost 
aborted, she would have no children alive and no grand-
children! 

This is a great reminder to us of why we should     
always let GOD plan parenthood! 

Jesus is the reason for the season! 



 

 

 A Noble Example… 

There are many of us in the pro-life 

movement who are getting older, and 

finding it more difficult to keep up the pace we 

once had.  It can be tempting to think that we 

have earned the right to kick back and take it 

easy...just coast these remaining years of our lives 

in easy retirement.  

I read the account of Eleazar this morning, from 

the Book of Maccabees. Described as “a man of 

advanced age and noble appearance,” he faced a 

cruel martyrdom unless he renounced his Jewish 

faith and submitted to eating pork.  Because of his 

acquaintance with those in charge, he was offered  

an easy “escape”.  He only had to “pretend” to eat 

the pork and he would escape the death penalty and 

be treated kindly.  Wouldn’t it seem reasonable for 

Eleazar to accept their offer?  Seems like a no-

brainer, doesn’t it?  So, why didn’t he?   

He answered: 

“At our age it would be unbecoming to make such 

a pretense; many young people would think the 

ninety-year-old Eleazar had gone over to an alien 

religion.  Should I thus pretend for the sake of a 

brief moment of life, they would be led astray by 

me...Therefore, by manfully giving up my life 

now, I will prove myself worthy of my old age, 

and I will leave to the young a noble example of 

how to die willingly and generously for the 

revered and holy laws.” 

Eleazar chose to suffer a cruel death, rather than 

risk scandalizing the young, so that they would 

have a noble example to follow.  And isn’t that 

exactly what is needed during our time?  This 

young generation needs to see the example of 

older people who are willing to suffer, so they 

may find the courage to stand strong against the 

winds of this evil age. 

I was still in my 40’s when I first felt the call to go 

to Planned Parenthood to pray and witness.  Scared 

and nervous, I was strengthened by the example of  

those who were there that first day...Sally & Al 

Brunn, and Bob Newman...all who were in their 

80’s!  At the age when most people would be at 

home in their recliners, 

they made the difficult 

trek to the city sidewalk 

every Tuesday, Friday 

and Saturday...all year 

round...for over 30 

years!  Their noble ex-

ample helped to give 

me the courage and 

determination to perse-

vere in this challenging 

fight to end abortion.  

God willing, I hope I can be an example to those 

who are younger, as they were to me.   

After all...even if we never saw a single life or soul 

saved from abortion...it’s important for those who 

are indoctrinated by the culture of death to see our 

prayerful witness in front of Planned Parenthood.     

It’s up to us  to set a noble example.  What other 

hope does this next generation have? 

 

1ST ANNUAL PITTSBURGH PRO-

LIFE MARCH SET FOR APRIL 18TH!

Mark your calendars now and spread the word 

far and wide!  Our first annual Pro-Life March is 

set for April 18th!  The First Pittsburgh Pro-Life 

March is a joyful, prayerful, and hope-filled gather-

ing of pro-lifers from across our city and region. 

For the first time, we are coming together publicly 

to unite the Pittsburgh pro-life community, 

strengthen one another, and boldly proclaim that 

the culture of life is alive here.  

Go to Pittsburgh Pro-Life March  for more 

information! 

From Nikki Bruni, Director 

Sally & Al Brunn along 
with Bob Newman set a 
noble example for me!  

https://www.pittsburghprolifemarch.com/


THE MAGEE PROJECT 

Update by Meredith 

Signing up to pray for Magee and 

Pitt has resumed for the fall and 

early winter months. You can pray 

from anywhere. Contact The-

MageeProject@gmail.com to sign up or sign up 

online here: prayer sign up 

Our next prayer walk will be December 28, 4-

5pm. at Magee. 

Looking for a speaker? Meredith is available to 

speak to your group about abortion in Pittsburgh 

and what we know about abortion at Magee-

Womens Hospital. You can contact her at The-

MageeProject@gmail.com 

 

COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE 

The Communications Committee met in person on 

November 15. We continue to work to communi-

cate in every conceivable way that human life be-

gins at conception. Justice Blackmun in Roe opined 

that, “If this suggestion of personhood is estab-

lished…the fetus’s right to life is then guaranteed 

specifically by the 14th Amendment.”  Dolores Jar-

rell conveyed that in a recent letter to the editor of 

the Post Gazette titled “The Science of Conception 

is Clear.” letter 

As committee member Kathy suggests: “It's im-

portant for readers to take the legislative action 

recommended by Anita Theiss written in each 

PCUC newsletter. Conveying your opinion to those 

who make the laws is a right, a privilege, and a du-

ty that we have as Americans.  If enough of us ob-

ject to the injustice of abortion and we're heard by 

our representatives, proper laws can be passed to 

protect the unborn.” 

To volunteer for the Communications Commit-

tee, contact Meredith@pcuc.org 

 

HELPFUL LIST OF PRO-LIFE        

RESOURCES IN BUTLER COUNTY: 

mailto:TheMageeProject@gmail.com
mailto:TheMageeProject@gmail.com
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/492917938062/false#/invitation
mailto:TheMageeProject@gmail.com
mailto:TheMageeProject@gmail.com
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2025/11/02/the-science-of-conception-is-clear/stories/202511020117
mailto:Meredith@pcuc.org


 

 

 
 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY 
 

GLENSHAW/ASPINWALL   

Christ the King Parish 

John McNavage 412-759-1807                                

Cathy Zuza 412-551-3204 (Leave from St. Bona-

venture and stop at St Scholastica.) 

 

PITTSBURGH Triumph of the Holy Cross/St 

Elizabeth of Hungary,  Mary Pat Swauger         

412-651-3093 

Resurrection Parish, St. Thomas More Church, 

Carolyn Martin 412-860-9980  

 

SEWICKLEY  Sewickley Area will leave from 

St. James,  Elsie Rothfus  412-944-8922 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUTLER  COUNTY 
 

BUTLER All Saints Parish,  Ray Ferguson      

724-822-8041 (Will leave from St. Conrad’s and 

stop at Holy Sepulcher. ) 

  

              INDIANA COUNTY 
 

INDIANA  Saint Bernard/Indiana Alliance,     

Bill Ager 724-465-4522 

 

           WESTMORELAND COUNTY 
 

MURRYSVILLE Mother of Sorrows Barb Koury 

412-480-6490 

 

 

 

 

 

  53RD MARCH FOR LIFE 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23rd IN WASHINGTON DC 

LIST OF BUS CAPTAINS AND DEPARTURES 

Go the marchforlife.org for information on registration and activities.  

contact Anita Theiss with questions at 412-728-3647 

Taken from www.marchforlife.org 

http://www.marchforlife.org


In Honor of Helen Cindrich 

 From Bill & Pat Bennett 

In Honor of Greg Engelmeyer, 

 From Ann Ipsen 

In Honor of Rich & Roseann King 

 From Bill & AnnaMarie Roche 

To Celebrate a First Grandchild 

 From “The Dietz Girls”  

In Memory of Jane Bobich 

 From K of C Council 4925 

In Memory of Rev. Martin J. Conroy 

 From Lawrence Conroy 

In Memory of my sisters,  Helen, Aline & Eva Mae 

 From Mary Corbin 

In Memory of Bill & Adam DiSabato 

 From Beverly DiSabato 

In Memory of Fr. James Dolan 

 From Chris DelSignore 

In Memory of Wesley Earnest 

 From Jean Earnest 

In Memory of Grace Eckhardt 

 From Marilyn Schwab 

In Memory of Dr. Lawrence Ferlan 

 From Virginia Ferlan 

In Memory of Pete & Mary Forr 

 From R. Thomas Forr 

In Memory of John M. Garber 

 From Linda Windish 

In Memory of Colleen Glackin (Bach) & Margaret Smith 

(Glackin), 1955 Graduates of Elizabeth Ann Seton HS, 

 From Noreen De Rose 

In Memory of Anna Marie Grubbs 

 From Howard Grubbs 

In Memory of Charlie Hogan 

 From Dr. & Mrs. Donald Hogan, D.M.D 

In Memory of Charlie Kirk 

 From Seamus Maloney 

In Memory of Thomas J. & Kathryn Lagnese 

 From Joseph & Mary Lou McKenna 

In Memory of Grandma & Grandpa McCourt 

 From Alice Regan 

In Memory of Debra Mirt 

 From Joseph Mirt 

In Memory of Fr. John Moineau 

 From a Classmate 

In Memory of Josie Piper 

 From Terrence Piper 

In Memory of Joseph E. Profozich 

 From Rose Marie Profozich 

In Memory of Kenneth Rhodes 

 From Cindy Rhodes 

In Memory of Maura Grace Schwab 

 From Marilyn Schwab 

In Loving Memory of Diane Slagle 

 From John Slagle 

In Memory of Bruce Spofford 

 From Jim Maochi & Audrey Guskey 

In Memory of Bruce Spofford 

 From Hank & Judy Freedy 

In Memory of Bruce Spofford 

 From Mary Ann Ferris 

 

                     HONORS & MEMORIALS     

Honor your loved one by  sending a 
donation of any amount to: 

 

PCUC, 3050 Pioneer Ave.,  
Pittsburgh PA 15226 

 

Be sure to include the name of the person to honor or 

memorialize, who it is from and to whom the         

acknowledgment is to be sent. 
 

Or donate online at www.pcuc.org/donate 

http://www.pcuc.org/donate


 

Tickets can also be purchased online at:  Prayer Breakfast - PCUC | Pregnancy Resources and Infor-

mation for Southwestern PA   or www.pcuc.org/events/prayer-breakfast 

https://www.pcuc.org/events/prayer-breakfast/
https://www.pcuc.org/events/prayer-breakfast/

