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40 DAYS FOR LIFE KICK-OFF ATTRACTS 

MANY YOUNG PEOPLE! 

We are grateful to Fr. John Sweeney (Main Cele-

brant), Fr. Joe Freedy (Homilist) and Fr. Jason 

Charron (carried our Lord in procession).  Also 

many thanks to Fr. Jack Brennan, Fr. Jim Kurtz, Fr. 

Dan Roberts, Fr. David Poecking and Deacon John 

Corcoran for leading our 40 Days for Life battle to 

end abortion!   

God gave us a beautiful evening for the procession. 

There was a refreshing breeze, a beautiful sky 

above, and the rain drops ceased. As we walked, we 

prayed, our Lord leading us. Many people stopped 

to watch us, I am sure they were not used to seeing 

such a show of faith in the middle of downtown 

Pittsburgh. We tru-

ly set our lamps on 

a lampstand, so that 

our light could 

shine for all to see. 

Every time we ar-

rive at PP with the 

Blessed Sacrament, 

and with a large 

crowd of believers, 

I can’t help but 

think of the 

verse, “The gates of 

Hell shall not pre-

vail (against the Church).” I look at that forebod-

ing, dirty and dark red brick building…which 

has stolen hundreds of thousands of precious 

human lives…and I see it as a gate that is going 

to one day break open by our continuous pray-

ers. Each 

time we 

bring the 

Eucharist to 

PP, it is like 

a battering 

ram…which 

is weakening 

those gates. 

It is only a 

matter of 

time till they 

give way. 

Thanks to 

everyone 

who took 

part! 

Seven priests, one deacon, three seminarians from St. 

Vincent and many young people took part in the open-

ing Mass at Divine Mercy Parish, Epiphany Church and 

the Eucharistic Procession to PP on Sept. 23.   

Fr. Jason prayed a powerful prayer at the 

end of our time in front of PP.  There is a 

video it posted at 40daysforlifepitts-

burgh.com/40-days-for-life-kicks-off 

http://www.40daysforlifepittsburgh.com/40-days-for-life-kicks-off
http://www.40daysforlifepittsburgh.com/40-days-for-life-kicks-off


Thank you to everyone who sup-

ported PCUC at our annual Fall 

Luncheon Banquet. It was a tremendous success, 

with over 300 paid registrants, two dynamic speak-

ers, two wonderful bishops, several blessed priests, 

and many generous donors. You all helped make this 

year’s banquet one of our very best!  All proceeds 

derived from the banquet were directed specifically 

toward our 2025-26 Pro-Life Billboard Campaign. 
 

This September, we sadly took a pause from our usu-

al anti-abortion billboards of help and education to 

remember a Pro-Life Hero: Charlie Kirk. I hope 

you had a chance to see PCUC’s tribute boldly 

shown along our highways before we resumed our  

regular messaging in October. 
 

 
 

My heart still aches over this terrible and senseless 

act of evil. I hope and pray that Charlie’s assassina-

tion becomes a Turning Point for our country – and 

for the world.  Charlie advocated strongly on behalf 

of the unborn, unequivocally proclaimed his faith in 

Jesus Christ, uplifted the importance of the family, 

and effectively articulated the founding principles of 

our country.  Many of us wish we had the same cour-

age and eloquence to do the same.  Now is the time 

for all of us to speak out.  As I’ve seen on signs, in 

videos, and in the news: “We are all Charlies." 

 

We can all be Charlie Kirk.   

We just have to start... TODAY.   

God bless us, God bless this country, and may 

God bless the memory and legacy of Charlie 

Kirk. 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Greg Engelmeyer 

PCUC used its four electronic billboards to honor the memory of Charlie Kirk.  May his 
legacy of defending life and liberty live on, and may he rest in peace, and may he hear 

those words from Our Lord; “Well done, good and faithful servant”. 

FREE BABY SHOWER FOR NEEDY MOMS ON OCT. 19! 
 

  Corpus Christi parish will host a baby shower on October 19th at St. Barbara Hall in  

  Bridgeville for pregnant or new moms in need.  They will shower these moms with many 

  gifts and love and support, while enjoying a delicious lunch.  Various community re 

  sources will be available to help them.  This event supports “Walking with Moms in  

  Need” as they choose life. For more information, contact Audrey Guskey at   

  Guskey@duq.edu or scan the QR code on the left. 

mailto:guskey@duq.edu


 

One of the things that can 

discourage us is not seeing 

the end of abortion in sight. 

We can feel sluggish because 

we can’t perceive an immedi-

ate path to decisive victory in 

this battle. We may also feel 

our victories are swallowed up in the enormity of 

the evil we daily witness. What has helped me 

combat these feelings is thinking of the early 

church and how zealously those first Christians 

evangelized and rendered charitable works to their 

fellow men. At a time when the entire world was 

pagan, they could have viewed such activities as 

inconsequential or even futile in changing global 

society. But they must have deeply understood how 

eternally treasured any work or victory is and how 

central these deeds are in the imitation of Christ. I 

think they also understood that Christ can work 

whatever good he wants through our efforts, even 

those that often seem futile. Luke 5:4-6 is an exam-

ple of this: “...He said to Simon, "Put out into the 

deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Si-

mon answered, "Master, we toiled all night and took 

nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets." 

And when they had done this, they enclosed a great 

shoal of fish…”  

While we face much frustration and sadness in 

our work on the sidewalk, we are nonetheless 

blessed with numerous victories — we’ve seen 3 

babies spared in the past month!  

 

We value these victories beyond measure, as they 

have made a facet of reality eternally brighter. We 

also recall that God can and will work great future 

good through us as long as we do our part. If you 

feel you have a part to play, contact me at 412-

403-1809. We need you!  

Ask yourself truly, what would Jesus do? 

NEWS FROM THE SIDEWALK 

By Andrew McCauley, Director of Pittsburgh’s 
Sidewalk Advocates for Life 

 

 

 

 

UP-LIFTING STORY FROM THE 

SIDEWALK! 

Anger Changed to Gratitude! 

From year-round volunteer, Cathy Z: 

“Last week while wait-

ing for the bus to go 

home after my shift a 

young woman was al-

so waiting. I noticed 

her looking at the pro-

life signs on my rolla-

tor so I asked if she 

knew anyone who 

might need some help. She did not, but told 

me that my signs brought back a memory 

from a few years ago when she was going into 

PP for an abortion. There were people there 

praying and offering help. She was very 

mean to them as she went inside. But once 

in there she realized she could not go 

through with the abortion and came out, 

apologizing to the people! 

She now has a three year old son (also an 

eight year old daughter) and is so glad she 

did not have the abortion. They are the joys in 

her life! Life still has its challenges as she is 

job hunting and mentioned going to the food 

bank, but she is happy.” 

So encouraging to hear of a woman who went 

in angry but still changed her mind! 

MOM NAMES SAVED BABY 

“MARY”, in honor of our 

Blessed Mother! 

Sidewalk volunteer Sandy re-
ported that a woman ap-
proached her a few weeks ago 

hoping to reconnect with a volunteer who 
helped save her daughter 14 years ago! At the 
suggestion of this volunteer, Courtney named 
her daughter Mary in honor of the Blessed 
Mother.   



 

 

Significant... 

There are few times in our lives when 

an event happens that is so significant 

that we will always remember where we were and 

what we were doing when we heard the news…but 

I believe that September 10th will go down in histo-

ry as one of those events.  Of course, we all remem-

ber the moment we heard about the planes crashing 

into the twin towers on 9-11. Similarly, I think I 

will always remember my reaction to the news of 

Charlie Kirk’s murder on September 10th.  

Truthfully, I didn’t even know the name, “Charlie 

Kirk“. But when I saw a message from Kristin 

Hawkins of Students for Life, saying that her 

friend, Charlie Kirk, was just shot while doing out-

reach on a college campus, I prayed that God would 

spare his life, if it be His Will, as tears filled my 

eyes.  I was surprised by the sudden welling of 

emotion for someone that I didn’t know. A short 

time later, I saw the email that said he had died, and 

I began to look into his ministry and watch his vide-

os. It was then that I discovered what an amazing 

treasure was stolen from us on September 10th. 

I don’t think I am alone in my discovery. It seems 

that many people are watching his videos.  In fact, 

it seems that his message has been magnified expo-

nentially by his murder. People who have fallen 

away from Christianity, or who have never been a 

Christian…are making decisions to read the Bible 

and go to Church. People who have never prayed 

are praying now. 

It seems that something very significant has hap-

pened in our nation…and hopefully in our 

world! 

As I watched some of Charlie’s memorial service, 

seeing the stadium that was jam-packed…and espe-

cially watching his widow forgive the young man 

who killed her husband…through tears, I thanked 

God for what I was seeing. Is this the revival that 

we have been praying for? For so many years…we 

have been praying that God would have mercy on 

America and forgive us for the shedding of the in-

nocent blood of over 60 million babies. We have 

been praying for the day that our nation would turn 

from its wicked ways, and turn back to God, so that 

that He can heal our land. 

Is this what is happening? I pray that it is is. 

We are officially dedicating this fall 40 Days for 

Life campaign to Charlie Kirk.  Just as Charlie 

intensely packed 60 years of life into a 31 year old 

lifespan…we will pack 6 months worth of prayer, 

fasting and peaceful witness into a 40 day time pe-

riod, from September 24th until November 2nd. 

Charlie was intense, and he was focused. That is 

what we will be.  We need your help!  Be a voice 

for truth in the public square, as Charlie was.  Sign 

up at www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh or email 

me at Nikki@pcuc.org 

From Nikki Bruni, Director 

BLESSING BAG MINISTRY  

CONTINUES! 

PCUC funds the purchase of beautiful cloth bags 

(with Bible Verses printed on them), filled with items 

such as hand lotion, lip balm, blessed miraculous 

medals and candy.  These blessing bags are given 

out freely to people entering PP. 
   

We are in need of hand-written notes!  
 

If you enjoy writing, please send us notes saying 

things such as:  “You are not alone...There is help 

available...You can do this...Your baby needs you…” 

etc.  (Come up with your own loving message of en-

couragement).  You can mail these notes to the 

PCUC office.   

This would make a great project for children! 

 

A handwrit-

ten note 

from a child 

would likely 

soften some 

hard hearts! 

 

http://www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh
mailto:nikki@pcuc.org


THANKS TO ALL WHO ATTENDED 

OUR CELEBRATE LIFE LUNCHEON! 

Thanks to all 

who support-

ed PCUC by 

attending our 

fall fundrais-

ing luncheon 

on August 

31st!  It was 

a wonderful 

afternoon of 

pro-life fel-

lowship and 

inspiring 

talks!   

 
 

His Excellency Bishop William Waltersheid, started 

us off with prayer, and a re-dedication of PCUC to 

the Three Hearts of Jesus, Mary & Joseph.  He also 

told us of the tragic story of Jozef & Wiktoria Ul-

ma, who were killed by the Nazi’s (along with their 

7 young children….including one still in the womb), 

for hiding Jews in the attic crawlspace of their 

home.  If the Ulma family could risk actual death in 

order to protect innocent human life, how much 

more should we risk only our own comfort and con-

venience to stand up for life in our times? 

Bishop Strickland gave a motivating talk in 

which he reminded us that God loves the abor-

tion workers just as much as He loves us...and 

that a big part 

of our ministry 

is about their 

conversion...as 

it was for Ab-

by Johnson.  If 

there aren’t 

any abortion 

workers, 

there cannot 

be any abor-

tions! 

Pearl Corbin spoke about our need to stay “FIT” 

in order to continue this pro-life battle.  The ac-

ronym “FIT” stands for:  FOCUS on God, with IN-

TENTION and TENACITY.  Pearl was a true inspi-

ration to us all! 
 

We were pleased to honor two long-time sidewalk 

volunteers as our duo PCUC Founder’s Award 

recipients.  Elsie Rothfus and Katie O’Brien have 

shared the sidewalk for many years, and the combi-

nation of sweetness and gentleness that is Katie & 

Elsie has resulted 

in the saving of 

countless lives.   

Thank you Katie 

and Elsie for your 

many years of 

selfless service 

on the sidewalk 

in front of PP! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are grateful to all of our supporters!  Thank you 

for making our work of Educating, Equipping and 

Advocating for a culture of life in Pittsburgh possi-

ble!  We hope to see you all at our Prayer Breakfast 

in January!   

God bless you! 

Keith and Elsie Rothfus :  Elsie was one of the 
recipients of the PCUC Founder’s Award.  Katie 
O’Brien (pictured above),  was the other award-
ee.  Since Katie and Elsie shared a sidewalk shift 

for many years, and were instrumental in the 
saving of many lives from abortion, they were 

honored together with the 2025 award. 

Speaker Pearl Corbin with His Excellency, 

Bishop William Waltersheid 

Bishop Strickland with long-time PCUC 

board member, Rose Liptak, at Greg’s house 

the day after the banquet. 



PA MARCH FOR LIFE 

Update by Meredith 

Thanks to all who travelled to Har-

risburg on September 22nd for the 

PA March for Life!  It was an amaz-

ing day of pro-life camaraderie! 

Several PCUC Board members, including Michael 

Siyufy, Peg Donley, Beth Svirbel, Mary Lawrence, 

Meredith Parente, and Carolyn Martin attended the 

march. Board member emeritus, 93 year old Mary 

Catherine Scanlon also made the trek. 

Speakers included Ryan Bomberger of the Radiance 

Foundation, former Pittsburgher Michael Geer, 

President of the Pennsylvania Family Institute, Jen-

nie Bradley Lichter, President March for Life, Most 

Reverend Nelson Perez, Archbishop of Philadelph-

ia, Dr. Robby Waller, emergency medicine physi-

cian, House Republican Leader Jesse Topper (R-

Bedford), Rep. Kathy Rapp (R-Warren), and Sen. 

Judy Ward (R-Blair). 

PCUC COMMUNICATIONS  
COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 
In September, Kathy Laslow had an excellent 

letter to the editor published in the Post Gazette. 

Referring to the multiple acts of violence recently in 

our nation, she suggested that we, "...be just as sor-

rowful for the preborn babies violently killed by 

abortion..." She suggests that providing legal pro-

tection for humans from the moment of conception 

might curb the violence we're experiencing as a na-

tion. Great work Kathy! If you'd like to join the 

Communications Committee of PCUC, contact 

Meredith, themageeproject@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAGEE  

PROJECT   

RALLY 

A rally will be held 
Monday, October 
13, 6-7:30pm, at the 
main entrance drive-
way to Magee-
Womens Hospital. 
Choose Life at Pitt is 
organizing the event. 
A prayer walk 
around the hospital 
will be followed by 
worship and speak-
ers on this day of the annual public meeting of the 
Board of Directors of Magee. Magee has killed over 
500 babies a year, trains abortionists, and is guilty 
of collecting baby bodies and parts for macabre re-
search and experimentation. Contact Meredith for 
more information. TheMageeProject@gmail.com. 

Katie O'Brien and Herb 

Geraghty caught Meredith 

Parente passing out literature  

Frank & Meredith Parente manned a PCUC table in 

the Capitol rotunda. Some of their grandchildren 

from north eastern PA stopped to visit. 

Looking out at the crowd of an estimated 6,000 people 
(with local leaders, Anna and Frances DelDuca, who 
lead Restorers of Streets to Dwell In Pittsburgh, Pitts-

burgh Silent No More, and an Embrace Grace group in 
West Newton, front and center.) 

mailto:themageeproject@gmail.com
mailto:TheMageeProject@gmail.com


 

Take this voter’s guide with you and be sure to vote on or before November 4th 



In Honor of Pittsburgh’s 40 Days 

for Life, From Jim Maochi & 

Audrey Guskey 

In Honor of Rosalyn M. Lutz, 

From Mary Ellen & David 

O’Boyle 

In Honor of Mary Winter, From 

Bill & Pat Bennett 

In Honor of my 1st great-

grandchild, Emilia Noele Bannis-

ter, From Juanita Fragomeni Bol-

linger 

In Honor of the births of our 

grandsons, William, Samuel & 

Henry, From Nancy & Bob Har-

wick 

In Memory of Richard J. Albert-

son, From Carole & Coleman 

Joyce 

In Memory of all the precious 

lives lost to the most evil act of 

murder, From Diana Kustra 

In Memory of Jacqueline Baldauf, 

From Jerry & Peggy Wrabley & 

Family 

In Memory of Nancy Belack, 

From Bill & Evelyn Turocy 

In Memory of Rev. Fr. Robert 

Boyle,  From James & Joan 

Maimone 

In Memory of Roberta Clayton, 

From the Jerry & Peggy Wrabley 

& Family 

In Memory of Gabriella Connelly, 

From Katherine Laird 

In Memory of Bill & Adam DiSa-

bato, From Beverly DiSabato 

In Memory of Dr. Lawrence Fer-

lan, From Virginia Ferlan 

In Memory of Agnes Fisher, 

From Katherine Laird 

In Memory of Angel Gross, From 

Arlene & Bill Gross 

In Memory of Ed Hoyt. From 

Barbara Hoyt 

In Memory of Lorraine & Caro-

line Wilhelm Kasten, From Ron 

Cerminara 

In Memory of Charlie Kirk, From 

Wendy Bowes 

In Memory of Grace Kozak. From 

Lois Krieg 

In Memory of Maria (Olimpia) 

McSteen, From Bob &MaryAnn  

(Annarino) Williams 

In Memory of Maria McSteen, 

From Joyce Doyle 

In Memory of Maria McSteen, 

From Lisa Porco 

In Memory of Maria McSteen, 

From Patricia Pirollo 

In Memory of Fr. J. L. O’Shea, 

From Anonymous 

 

In Memory of Donald Rielly, 

From Kathleen Rielly 

In Memory of Anthony Robert & 

Mary Margaret Rattay, From 

Michelina Peters 

In Memory of Hilda C. Rounds, 

From Steve Critchlow 

In Memory of Thomas Ryan, Jr., 

From Bill & Evelyn Turocy 

In Memory of Thomas Ryan, 

From Peggy & Jerry Wrabley & 

Family 

In Memory of Dolores Tomko, 

From Patricia Policastro 

In Memory of Vic Vandewater, 

From Mary Ann Vandewater 

In Memory of Barbara Webb, 

From Joe & Mary Lou McKenna 

In Memory of Bob Westerlund, 

From Martha Westerlund 

 

                     HONORS & MEMORIALS     

Honor your loved one by  
sending a donation of any 

amount to: 
 

PCUC, 3050 Pioneer Ave. 
Pittsburgh PA 15226 

 

Be sure to include the name of the per-

son to honor or memorialize, who it is 

from and to whom the acknowledgment 

is to be sent. 
 

Or donate online at 

www.pcuc.org/donate 

http://www.pcuc.org/donate

