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Dear Friends of Life, 

At this year’s Celebrate Life 

Banquet, we  celebrated the victories God has 

given us in defending the unborn, while remem-

bering the heartbreaking reality that drives our 

mission. 
 

Every year in Pittsburgh alone, more than 7,000 

babies lose their lives to abortion at Planned 

Parenthood, Allegheny Reproductive Health Cen-

ter, Magee-Womens Hospital, and West Penn 

Hospital. That’s 7,000 children who never had the 

chance to laugh, play, or grow into the people 

God created them to be. It is a tragic loss that we 

cannot ignore. 
 

This is why PCUC—People Concerned for the 

Unborn Child—exists. Our mission is to reduce 

those numbers, to save more lives, and to offer 

hope to mothers facing difficult choices. And to-

day, I’m excited to share some encouraging news. 

As many of you know, PCUC directly sup-

ports Sidewalk Advocates for Life and 40 Days 

for Life 365, both of which maintain a daily pres-

ence outside Planned Parenthood downtown. Al-

ready this year, their faithful efforts have led 

to 36 babies saved—36 mothers who chose life! 

Praise God for these mothers and for the volun-

teers who offered help in their moment of need. 
 

We also learned that in the last 2 years, Planned 

Parenthood Pittsburgh has lost nearly $2 mil-

lion. This is a powerful sign that their grip on our 

city is weakening, and that one day those doors 

may close for good.  Through your prayers, sup-

port, and generosity, you are helping not only to 

save individual lives, but also to change hearts 

and minds across Pittsburgh. 
 

Together, with God’s help, we will keep moving 

forward until every child is welcomed with love. 

PCUC COMMUNICATIONS COM-

MITTEE GETS PUBLISHED! 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Greg Engelmeyer 

If you enjoy writing and would like to help our 

Communications Committee to spread the pro-life 

message, contact Meredith Parente at TheMagee-

Project@gmail.com 

mailto:themageeproject@gmail.com
mailto:themageeproject@gmail.com


 

On the Feast of the Assumption 

(August 15), we witnessed anoth-

er life saved at Planned 

Parenthood. The Advocate in-

volved acted with great persis-

tence, entreating a young woman 

to spare the life of her child, even as she disap-

peared into the abortion facility. Within hours, that 

persistence bore fruit: the woman left, having em-

braced the life of her child.   

This month, we were also blessed to learn of two 

additional lives saved as a result of past out-

reach. One was 14 years ago, and another was 2 

years ago.  This shows just how far-reaching the 

impact of our public outreach is!   

Sometimes a “save” requires persistence and endur-

ance; other times, it’s simply a matter of being pre-

sent and sharing the word. In every case, lives are 

saved through God’s grace and the sacrifice of those 

who serve on the sidewalk. I hope you’ll join us for 

40 Days for Life starting September 24!  

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE SIDEWALK 

By Andrew McCauley, Director of Pitts-
burgh’s Sidewalk Advocates for Life 

 

 

 

 

AMAZING “SAVE STORY” 
FROM A PITTSBURGH 

BUS DRIVER! 

This is a text message sent to 
Andrew from one of our dedi-

cated sidewalk volunteers: 

“GREAT NEWS!!!! 

The bus driver who just now 
picked me up stared at me 

and asked if I remembered her. I asked, ‘Should 
I know you?’ She said ~2 years ago she'd picked 

me up, and as I got off at PP, I handed her a 
[Free Resources] pamphlet. That pamphlet was 
read, and it changed her mind. She had an ap-
pointment at PP for her abortion. Traylynn is 

now     1  1/2 years old, and the mom is grateful 
that I handed that pamphlet as I got off the 

bus!! Was it the Holy Spirit that said to offer it??  
P.S. She said, ‘Keep doing what you're doing.’” 

 We thank our Blessed  Mother for her intercession 
for the little one who was spared from abortion on 

August 15, on her special day. 

AN “EASY SAVE” THIS MORNING! 

(From Nikki) It was a beautiful morning for my shift at PP 

this morning!  Cool temps, bright blue skies and the 

passersby were mostly friendly.  But the most beautiful 

thing about it was that we witnessed a young mom and 

her dad choose life for their child/grandchild!  It was so 

easy...so natural...like it was meant to be.  They entered 

PP without accepting the brochure, but as they stood at 

the desk, waiting to check in, we stood with our signs 

facing them so they could see: Myself, Cheryl and Randy.  

I held the large “Abortion Kills a Human Being” sign, 

Randy held his “Abortion, they’re forgetting someone” 

sign, and Cheryl was holding the “MERCY” sign.  As I 

looked at our reflection in the glass doors, I thought we 

must have looked like three angels (sort of like the three 

angels that visited Abraham).  Within minutes, they 

came out.  The dad walked right up to me and asked for 

a brochure.  I handed it to him, he gave it to her and 

they walked away!  I think he just needed a little 

“nudge” to “man-up” and defend his daughter and 

grandchild!  And I think all she needed was the support 

of her dad.  It was a blessing to be able to be used by 

God today, to be that “little nudge.”  Praise God!!! 



 

 

 

All Human Life is Sacred… 
a Lesson for me… 

 
Ever since getting involved in pro-life work, I have 

been focused on advocating for the innocent and 

helpless unborn child.  Whenever I am reminded 

that “Pro-Life” encompasses the entire spectrum of 

human life, from birth until death, I dutifully nod 

while saying to myself, “Sure...but the babies are 

the most important.” 

Babies are cute and sweet...and old people       

generally are not.   

Well, I guess the Lord thought it was time to teach 

me a lesson, because I am now learning the hard 

way that yes...ALL human life is sacred, even 

those lives that are not as “cute” as others.  You 

see, my 87 year old father has needed round the 

clock care since coming home from a lengthy hos-

pital stay this past February, and he is now living in 

my home, on hospice.  Always a kind and gentle 

man, the dementia can sometimes make him a little 

less easy to get along with.  I must admit that there 

are times, (usually when he is keeping me awake in 

the middle of the night), when I am tempted to hang 

it up and let him go into a nursing home.  But then I 

remember the  fear and helplessness in his eyes 

when he had to spend five nights in a facility after 

leaving the hospital.  It was pitiful to see him there.  

My heart just won’t let me do it.  After a particular-

ly difficult day this past Sunday, I was feeling espe-

cially discouraged.  But on Monday, as I was clean-

ing him, he looked up at me and said, “Nikki, I 

don’t know what I would do without you.”  An ar-

row right to my heart! 

It really is a spectrum; life.  We start out so help-

less...and many of us end the same way.  It falls 

to those of us who are strong, to take care of the 

weak.  They depend on us.  Last night, as I was 

reading from a book  on “Patience”, written by St. 

Alphonsus Liguori...something he wrote really 

struck me.  He said (I am paraphrasing): “If we 

refuse to accept the cross that the Lord offers us, 

we won’t get out of carrying our cross...instead, 

we will receive one that is much heavier and hard-

er to bear.”  I believe that St. Alphonsus’ words are 

true.  I know in my heart that if I hadn’t accepted 

the cross of pro-life work that God gave me 15 

years ago...there are many blessings that I would 

have missed out on.  Without going into details, be-

lieve me when I tell you that I KNOW my life 

would have been a real mess if I had refused that 

cross. 

All this to say; if we are able to care for and advo-

cate for helpless, vulnerable human lives…

(especially those who  live in our neighbor-

hoods)...and we don’t do it, God help us! 

As we head into the fall season, there are many 

ways in which we can advocate for vulnerable lives.  

40 Days for Life is one of the best ways we can do 

this!  Anyone who can stand (or sit, or kneel) and 

pray on the sidewalk in front of Planned Parenthood 

for an hour or two can make a difference and possi-

bly save a life from abortion!  The campaign kicks 

off with a Mass & Eucharistic Procession to PP 

on Tuesday, September 23rd and the forty days 

go from September 24th through November 2nd.  

And remember, when we are advocating for His 

precious babies, God looks at us with love.  He 

doesn’t see our wrinkles or our crankiness...He 

simply sees the adorable children that we are. 

From Nikki Bruni, Director 

My Dad and me in 1965.  He adopted me when I was 

just a few months old. 



NEW!!!  PRAYER INITIATIVE TO 

END ABORTION  

IN PITTSBURGH! 
 

Holy Hours For Life is an apostolate of lay individ-

uals dedicated to offering holy hours of supplica-

tion, for an end to abortion, and reparation, for the 

tens of millions of lives already lost.  
 

The goal of this apostolate is to offer one holy 

hour for every hour the local abortion facility is 

open. For every hour of death, there will be an hour 

spent with Our Lord, present in the Blessed Sacra-

ment, to intercede for life.  
 

For our Pittsburgh - Downtown chapter, this means 

we strive for 8 holy hours offered daily, Monday-

Saturday, the same hours of the Planned 

Parenthood of Western Pennsylvania in Downtown 

Pittsburgh.   Holy hours may be prayed in any Cath-

olic Church at the adorers convenience, it is not 

necessary that the blessed Sacrament be exposed, 

and the holy hour may be prayed at any time on the 

day the individual would like to commit to or sub-

stitute on.  
 

For individuals called to participate in this aposto-

late, both recurring, weekly, adorers as well as sub-

stitute adorers are needed.  
 

For more information or to volunteer, please visit: 

https://www.holy-hours-for-life.com/, scan the QR 

code located on the bottom of the flyer,  

or call Ann McCauley (412) 580-1908.  

May God reward you! 

 

Everyone is invited to attend the annual  

Interfaith Pro-Life Prayer  

Breakfast 
Sponsored by the 

Greensburg Diocesan Council of the  

National Council of Catholic Women 
 

Saturday, October 18th, 2025 

Ferrante’s Lakeview  

Greensburg, PA 

 

10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
 

Keynote Speaker:  Andrea Pritts:  

 

Topic: “Being Courageously Pro-Life: Why It’s 

Important Now, and How Saying Yes to God Has 

Had a Profound Impact on My Life” 

 
 

Questions:  Cheryl McClaughlin, 724-777-3422  

 

https://www.holy-hours-for-life.com/


THE MAGEE PROJECT 

Update by Meredith 

 

We’re looking for a few more vol-

unteers to pray for these 

“unadopted” members of the Board 

of Directors of Magee-Womens Hospital as we ap-

proach the annual public board meeting. Sending a 

simple, respectful note to let them know that you are 

praying for them and some of your concerns would 

be appreciated. 

 

• Peter W. Eisenbrandt, Treasurer  

• Debra S. Barbarita  

• Margaret P. Joy ~ Sarah Meehan Parker 
 

Listed below are members w/o vote: 

Katie Berlacher, MD ~ Ronald R. Johnson, MD 

Karen M. Cooper ~ Jonathan R. Petrie 

Tracey Conti, MD ~ Michel B. Franklin 

Peggy B. Snavely 
 

The annual public meeting of the board 

will be 4pm on Monday, October 13. A 

rally will be held at Magee that evening, 

organized by Choose Life at Pitt. 

For more information, contact Meredith at The-

MageeProject@gmail.com or call PCUC 

 

PITTSBURGH’S PP IS LOSING $$$ 
 

Meredith Parente will be on an upcoming 

“Positively Pro-life!” podcast with Maria Gallagher 

of Pennsylvania Pro-life Federation.  

While researching for the episode, Meredith discov-

ered that, although Planned Parenthood of West-

ern PA took in close to $8,000,000  from the kill-

ing of 3,700 pre-born children in 2023 and nearly 

4,000 pre-born children in 2024 , they still LOST 

$92,000 in 2023 and lost more than a million dol-

lars in 2024! Check out their annual report here: 

ProPublica report These tremendous financial losses 

came as PP has invested more heavily in politics. 

The loss of life is unfathomable. 

The PP Annual Report also revealed that Eric 

Lantzman is now the medical director at PPWPA, 

replacing longtime director Beatrice Chen. Chen is 

an abortionist at Magee, and associate professor at 

Pitt, training doctors to become abortionists. 

We discovered that Eric Lantzman was an abortion-

ist several years ago when a woman who was preg-

nant at the time, asked if he did abortions when she 

met him at her first appointment.  We wouldn't have 

any other way to know about him.  This highlights 

the importance of women asking their care provid-

ers if they do abortions or refer for them. When you 

ask your provider, be sure to share what you dis-

cover with Meredith. 

PCUC’S SEPTEMBER BILLBOARD PACKS A POWERFUL PUNCH!  Now showing 

at four prominent locations around Pittsburgh! 

mailto:TheMageeProject@gmail.com
mailto:TheMageeProject@gmail.com
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/250965474
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/uploads/filer_public/5d/51/5d51c013-e01b-4ae2-b2fb-54950bf5faf2/2024_annual_report_-_web_version.pdf


I am keeping a close watch on legislation to make 

sure no bills sneak with a passage.  HB 1801 was 

introduced on April 30, 2025:  Removing the Wait-

ing Period and Counseling Requirements for Abor-

tion . It was referred to the Health Committee on 

August 14, 2025.  The bill states: 

“Currently, women seeking an abortion in our 
Commonwealth must receive mandated counseling 
about all reproductive options and alternatives to 
abortion. In addition, a 24-hour waiting period is 
imposed before receiving an abortion. These re-
quirements create unnecessary obstacles and often 
deter pregnant individuals from accessing abortion 
care.   The waiting period requirement forces 
women seeking care to make multiple trips to a 
clinic or health care provider. Patients find this 
requirement to be financially burdensome, as it 
requires them to take additional time off work, ar-
range childcare, and/or incur the expenses in-
volved with travelling a long distance. Abortion is 
a safe, legal, and sometimes life-saving medical 
procedure, and it must be accessible for all who 
need it.  Our legislation would remove the medical-
ly unnecessary 24-hour waiting period and coun-
seling requirement from current Pennsylvania law. 
Abortion is health care. This bill is one step to-
wards removing burdens that pregnant individuals 
face when accessing abortion care. By removing 
limitations like the 24-hour waiting period and 
mandatory counseling, we can continue to make 
abortion more accessible to all.” 

This bill is being circulated by Reps Melissa Shus-

terman and Kristine Howard Tarik Khan.  

First of all, Abortion is not health care. By very 

definition health care is caring for one’s health. 

That statement is an oxymoron because one person 

does not get care for their health. A person actually 

dies.  

There needs to be a waiting period in order for the 

woman to have time to consider the eternal ramifi-

cations of choosing to end the life of her pre0born 

child.  Abortion has many risks as well any other 

procedure, not to mention the death for the baby 

and it is never necessary. 

Please join me in educating these legislators on 

the truth. And pray that their hearts and minds 

will be open to that truth. I pray for them every 

day. 

Rep. Melissa Shusterman- mshuster-

man@pahouse.net  

Rep. Kristine Howard- khoward@pahouse.net 

Rep. Tarik Khan- tkhan@pahouse.net  
 

Resources: PA.GOV 

LEGISLATION UPDATE...FROM ANITA... 
 

https://www.palegis.us/house/co-sponsorship/memo?memoID=46565
https://www.palegis.us/house/co-sponsorship/memo?memoID=46565
https://www.palegis.us/house/co-sponsorship/memo?memoID=46565
mailto:mshusterman@pahouse.net
mailto:mshusterman@pahouse.net
mailto:khoward@pahouse.net
mailto:tkhan@pahouse.net


In Honor of Rosemary Kosiorek 

 From James & Maureen Wack 

In Honor of my great-granddaughter, Zara 

 From Thomas O’Connor 

In Honor of Kathy Ryan on her 90th birthday 

 From her sister, Patricia Reed 

In Memory of Nancy Belack 

 From Joe & Mary Lou McKenna 

In Memory of Victor Carbin  

  From Mary Carbin 

In Memory of Frank Cindrich, 

 From Dr. & Mrs. Phillip Kaleida 

In Memory of Gabriella Connelly 

 From Katherine Laird 

In Memory of Dave Croxton   

 From Mrs. Judith Croxton 

In Memory of Fred & Marion Dietz 

 From “The Dietz Girls” 

In Memory of Adam & Bill DiSabato 

 From Beverly DiSabato 

In Memory of Irene Donovan 

 From Jim Kozlowski 

In Memory of John Dorcak, 

 From Knights of Columbus Council #4925 

In Memory of Agnes Fisher 

 From Katherine Laird 

In Memory of Ron Francis 

 From Paul Francis 

In Memory of Kathleen Gahagan 

 From Margaret & Harold Emmerling 

In Memory of James & Thomas Hajdukiewicz 

 From Mom & Dad 

In Memory of Michael Richard Karapandi 

 From Richard Karapandi 

In Memory of Lorraine Kasten & Caroline Wilhelm 

Kasten,  

 From Ron Cerminara 

In Memory of my parents, John & Marie Kriley 

 From Mary Carbin 

In Memory of Ann Manz 

 From William & Janine Oleyar 

In Memory of Jean McKenna 

 From Joe & Mary Lou McKenna 

In Memory of Debra Mirt 

 From Joseph Mirt 

In Memory of Bob Newman, 

 From Darryl Smith 

In Memory of Lou Gesuale 

 From Bill & Evelyn Turocy 

In Memory of Ruth Marie (Mauer) Holzapfel 

 From Joseph & Mary Lou McKenna 

In Memory of Bob Newman 

 From Darryl Smith 

In Memory of Madonna Roney 

 From Mary Anne Ferris 

In Memory of Michael James Shantz 

 From Jim & Cathy Shantz 

 

                     HONORS & MEMORIALS     

Honor your loved one by  sending a donation of 
any amount to: 

 

PCUC, 3050 Pioneer Ave. 
Pittsburgh PA 15226 

 

Be sure to include the name of the person to honor or memorialize, 

who it is from and to whom the acknowledgment is to be sent. 

 

Or donate online at www.pcuc.org/donate 

http://www.pcuc.org/donate

