PCUC

People Concerned for the Unborn Child

G

Equipping, Educating & Advocating...Since 1969

3050 Pioneer Ave. 412-531-9272

Pittsburgh, PA 15226

www.PCUC.org / Nikki@pcuc.org

Our 57th Year

Volume 57
August 2025

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER FOR 40 DAYS FOR LIFE KICKS OFF SEPT. 23!

PCUC’S FALL BANQUET!

There’s still time to register for our August 31st
banquet, featuring Bishop Joseph Strickland and
Pearl Corbin! To register, go to Celebrate Life Lunch-
eon - PCUC | Pregnancy Resources and Information for
Southwestern PA  or www.pcuc.org/events, or call
Nikki at 412-926-9413. Registration will close on
August 25th, so get your seat today!

If you are unable to attend, please consider support-
ing our annual fundraiser by becoming a sponsor of
this event, or by placing an ad in our banquet book.

Email Nikki at Nikki(@pcuc.org.

Celebrate Life Luncheon

Sunday, August 31°%t, 2025

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Pittshurgh—Green Tree, 500 Mansfield Ave., Pittsburgh 15205

Featurine TWO Dyvnamic Speakers!

| Pearl Corbin is one of the founding members of The Life Team, NY, a collaborative pro-life work of

Christians from both Evangelical and Catholic traditions. She is actively involved in sharing the mes-
sage of life, particularly among fellow evangelical pastors and believers. Ms. Corbin believes that ene
of the greatest reasons death and destruction run rampant throughout our land is a direct result of
our nation's practice of shedding innocent blood in the womb. Ms. Corbin, a native New Yorker, spent
16 years in Asia, conducting leadership and discipleship training among heuse churches in the Peoples
Republic of China and throughout southeast Asia. Sister Pearl is sought after as a keynote speaker in
conferences & training seminars across the US and internationally.

His Excellency, Bishop Joseph Strickland is an out-
spoken defender of the sanctity of human life and Chris-
tian morality. He was ordained to the episcopacy in
2012 by His Holiness, Pope Benedict XV1 and served as
the hishop of Tyler Texas until 2023. His humility and
steadfastness to the truths of the Catholic faith are an
example for us all to follow. We are blessed to have this
true shepherd to come and encourage our preife flock
here in Pittsburgh!

MASS WITH BISHOP STRICKLAND!

His Excellency has graciously offered to have a Mass
before the banquet (at 10:00 am), for anyone who
would like to attend . If you are coming to the banquet,
and would like to join us for Mass, PLEASE RSVP by
emailing Nikki at Nikki@pcuc.org or 412-926-9413.

SCHEDULE:

11:30 - Reception
12:30- Lunch

1:15- Announcements
1:30- Pearl Corbin

2:00 - Bishop Strickland
3:00- Closing remarks

D DAYS
FORLIFE

September 24th til
November 2nd

JOIN US FOR OUR KICK-OFF EVENT ON
TUESDAY, SEPT. 23701

&:00 pm = Opening Mass at Divine Mercy Barish
[Epiphany Church), 134 Washington PI, Fgh 15213

7:00 pm— Eucharistic Procession to Plonned Parenthood!

HELP SAVE LIVES IN PITTSBURGH!

You can protect mothers and children by joining  Yare's how to take part in 40 Days for Life in
this worldwide mobilization to pray and fastfor — qur commun ity:

d to abortion!
En endito shartion Vigil location: Cuiside Planned

Through prayer 2nd fasting, peaceful vigilsand  Parenthood, 933 Liberty Ave., downtown
caommunity outreach, 40 Days for Life has

inspired 1,000,000+ voluntesrs!

Vigil hours: 7:30 am to 4:30 pm daily

Local contact: Mikki Bruni,
nbrunig@i40daysforiifepgh.com

Learn more ... get involved ... and sign up
for prayer fimes by visifing our campaign at
the web address shown below! Also be sure
to check out our blog at

www. 40daysforlifepittsburgh.com

With God's help, herz are the proven results in

30 coordinated campaigns:

s (Over 25,000 saved babies
* More than 170 closed facilities
+ More than 270 converted workers

Sign up today at

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Pg. 2 - Fall 40 Days for Life Kick-off Info, & reflection
from Greg

Pg. 3 - Stories from the Sidewalk
Pg. 4 - Note from Nikki
Pg. 5 - New Prayer Initiative to End Abortion!

Pg. 6 - “Adopt “a member of Magee’ s Board of Direc
tors, & Madonna Roney Memorial Prayer Walk

Pg. 7 - Sept. 22nd PA March for Life Bus List
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Greg Engelmeyer

Pro-Life Friends, As I was ponder-

ing what my monthly message
should be during my drive into work this morning, I
decided to listen to a video from Matthew Kelley,
the well-known Catholic writer. His message was
from the Gospel of Luke, wherein a man asks Jesus
if he should share his inheritance with his brother.
Jesus answered him by telling a parable about a rich
man who had such a bountiful harvest that he didn’t
have a big enough barn to store it in...so he decided
to build a bigger one! If you know your Bible, you
know how that worked out for him! Jesus called the
man a fool, and said that his life would be taken
from him that very night, and that he would never
reap the benefit of all he had accumulated. Quote:
“Thus it will be for all who store up treasure for
themselves but are not rich in what matters to
God.”

While listening to this story, I came to a stop to turn
left onto a busy two-lane highway. As I waited for
an opportunity to pull out across the highway, a car
approached with its turn signal on, appearing to slow
down to make the turn onto my road, so I made my
left turn onto the highway. Unfortunately, the car
did NOT make the turn, and instead continued
straight! He obviously had changed his mind at the
last minute! [ thought, what if he was going faster
than I had estimated? [ might not be here to write
this letter to you!

Where I am going with all this? Well, I am thinking
I need to take personal stock of what I’ve been put-
ting away, and maybe my retirement store is not
quite as important as I believe. Maybe I should in-
crease my giving. With the PCUC charity banquet
coming up at the end of August, I think instead of
making a one-time gift like I usually do at these wor-
thy fundraisers, I can probably afford to make a
monthly donation. I’m hopeful that some of you will
do the same and help us continue this battle against
the evil of abortion as we seek to install even more
billboard advertising around Pittsburgh reminding
people that life is a gift from God, and that our pre-
cious unborn babies are God’s gifts to us.

HELP US KICK-OFF OUR FALL 40
DAYS FOR LIFE!

!
o
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Zl%AY SFORLIFE

THE BEGINNING OF THE END OF ABORTION,

Kick-0ff Mass & Eucharistic Procession to

Planned Parenthood
Tuesday, September 23" 2025 at 6:00 pm

Mass at Divine Mercy Parish, Epiphany Church followed by
a Candlelit Eucharistic Procession to Planned Parenthood!

Fr,John Sweeney, Main Celebrant * . Joe Freedy, Homilst* . Jason Charron, Procession
Allprists an fty ae it Join s a5 e ring the gt of Critto the dankest lace nour iy

Let us honor Christ as our King and pray that the defunding of PP wil
resultin the closing of Pitsburgh's Planned Parenthood!

DIAPER DRIVE: Bring a package of diapers to the church and drop offn the parking lt,to
Denefitlocal pregancy centers!

For more information go to 40daysforlfe.com/Pitshurgh
nbruni@40caysforlfepghcom or call 412-926-9413




NEWS FROM THE SIDEWALK

By Andrew McCauley, Director of Pitts-
burgh’s Sidewalk Advocates for Life

Defunding Planned Parenthood

Medicaid has been prohibited from

funding Planned Parenthood for

the next year! While this is a sig-

nificant step towards shrinking a
prolific abortion provider, I unfortunately do not see
the resolve within our government to confront abor-
tion in a wholesale manner. This defunding only
applies to Medicaid and only lasts for one year. We
should expect a lot more from all/ those politicians
who claim to be clear-sighted about the issue of
child murder.

Recent “Saves”

I just submitted our Q2 save report to SAFL Nation-
al last night. At least 7 babies were saved in these
past 3 months! Imagine if the sidewalks had been
empty when the mothers of these children showed

i \.',‘,‘I recently spent some time

with my young cousins in

Connecticut. Five kids

ranging from 1 to 7 years

old, with a sixth on the

|way. I was struck by the

fact that on most Satur-

o days, I witness their gen-

My youngest cousin (and ~ eration getting Kkilled. I

goddaughter), Maggie  thoyght about the incalcu-

4 lable loss if one of them

had been aborted. The babies aborted at PP are no

less valuable than they are, but my cousins are alive

and loved, and the PP babies are almost completely

forgotten. But we’ve saved 7 of them in the past 3

months, and that’s an incalculable success! If you

want to be part of more such victories, your help is

urgently needed on the sidewalk!

To find out about the next Sidewalk Advocate

Training, contact Andrew at
AndrewSAFLpgh@protonmail.com

GOOGLE TRANSLATE HELPS TO EDUCATE
A SPANISH-SPEAKING WOMAN ABOUT
THE DANGERS OF PP

(From Andrew) - | was able to speak (via Google
Translate) to a young Hispanic woman at PP this
Saturday morning. She said she was planning on
visiting PP in the near future for an ultrasound. |
let her know about Choices (the best option for
Spanish speakers) and tried to impress upon her
what PP would do to her baby by using the semi-
graphic “They Were Our Brothers and Sisters”
brochure. This produced the desired effect, as
she seemed horrified by the images and assured
me she would read all the literature | had given
her. Keep her in your prayers. | was not

able to discover if she was considering

an abortion.

BROKEN HEARTS & HARD HEARTS
A Story From the Sidewalk

(From Nikki): This morning
in front of PP I was struck by
the hardness of one woman’s
heart, as she shouted on her
way into the abortion clinic,
= “I’m going to kill it! I have
already killed one, and now I’'m going to kill anoth-
er one!” 1 begged her to have mercy on her unborn
child, and told her that her baby is completely help-
less and dependent upon her for protection. I stood
in front of the glass doors, holding the sign that has
the beautiful picture of a newborn infant with the
word “MERCY”. She continued to glare at me as
she was standing at the desk, and gave me the finger.

Her hard heart was such a contrast to the young girl

who had entered just before her, escorted into PP by

her mother. This young girl was sobbing, while her
mother rubbed her back, trying to console her.

Abortion...it either breaks us, or turns us in-
to cold-hearted monsters.
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From Nikki Bruni, Director

It’s the Little Things that Matter...

I have always been too serious-
It runs in my family. My

mother is the same way. We just
don’t know how to be light-hearted and fun. We
are all business. I don’t like being this way. I wish
I could slow down and stop to smell the roses...but
I am always thinking about all that needs to be

minded.

done. [ neglect taking the time to send cards or
make phone calls to lonely or sick relatives and
friends because I am focused on cramming as many
tasks into the day as possible...and there just isn’t
any time left to do small, thoughtful things for
someone else. I need God’s help to change! I am
writing this reflection primarily for myself, but I
hope that it will resonate with some of you as well.

If you are like me, you might have a tendency to
think that just because something is small, or
seemingly insignificant...that it is not important.

o Jesus said that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a
mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds.
But, when it is grown it becomes a tree, and the
birds of the air make their nests in it.

Jesus’ public ministry was preceded by John the
Baptist, (a seemingly insignificant figure who
wore camel’s hair and ate locusts), preaching
repentance in the desert.

The Apostles were sent out in pairs to towns
and villages, without money, food, or even a
second tunic.

(How unimpressive must they

have seemed!)

A young nun who died at age 23 from tubercu-
losis in 1897, became a Doctor of the Universal
Church. St. Therese of Liseux never left the
walls of her convent, yet her humble “Diary of
a Soul” has helped countless people to strive for
sanctity following her “Little Way” of doing lit-
tle things with great love.

Things that are small and seemingly insignifi-
cant seem to be the very things that God uses to
do His biggest and greatest work!

Well, if God likes to use small things to accomplish
His most mighty works...so does Satan, who always
mimics God, but in the reverse.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta once said, “The great-
est destroyer of peace is abortion.” 1f we follow
that statement to its logical
conclusion, that means that
the magnitude of a world war
can be caused by the inten-
tional killing of a child no

bigger than your pinky finger!
She also said, “If a mother

can murder the child within her womb, what is left
for me and you to kill each other?

I believe both of those statements are true. The saf-
est place in the world should be a mother’s womb.
How can there be peace, either in homes or in na-
tions, while unborn babies are being killed by the
millions in such a cold, calculated way?

It truly is the little things that matter...both
good and evil. We live in a world full of very big
problems, and although we are not capable of doing
anything big to stop them, we can do small things
with love.

As I sat down to write this reflection, I had to stop
typing to answer my door. It was my friend Mere-
dith. Without telling me, she had cooked dinner for
my family and brought it to my house. It was total-
ly un-expected and amazingly kind! She knew that
my father had moved into my home last month, be-
ing on hospice and needing round-the-clock care...
and just wanted to do something to help. Wow!
Humbling, and heart warming!

Something so small...this act of Kkindness...
touched my heart so deeply. I hope and pray that
it will continue to ripple out in my own acts of
kindness towards others. Today I have learned just
how much something small can accomplish. Thank
you Meredith, for teaching me. v




NEW!!! PRAYER INITIATIVE TO END
ABORTION IN PITTSBURGH!

Holy Hours For Life is an apostolate of lay individ-
uals dedicated to offering holy hours of supplica-
tion, for an end to abortion, and reparation, for the
tens of millions of lives already lost. The goal of
this apostolate is to offer one holy hour for every
hour the local abortion facility is open. For every
hour of death, there will be an hour spent with Our
Lord, present in the Blessed Sacrament, to intercede
for life. For our Pittsburgh - Downtown chapter,

this means we strive for 8 holy hours offered daily,
Monday-Saturday, the same hours of the Planned

Parenthood of Western Pennsylvania in Downtown
Pittsburgh. Holy hours may be prayed in any Catho-
lic Church at the adorers convenience, it is not nec-
essary that the blessed Sacrament be exposed, and
the holy hour may be prayed at any time on the day
the individual would like to commit to or substitute
on. For individuals called to participate in this apos-
tolate, both recurring, weekly, adorers as well as
substitute adorers are needed. For more information
or to volunteer, please visit: https://www.holy-hours
-tor-life.com/, scan the QR code located on the bot-
tom of the flyer, or call Ann McCauley (412) 580-
1908. May God reward you!

HOLY HOURS
FOR LIFE

Pittsburgh - Downtown

Praying Holy Hours
to End Abortion

Holy Hours for Lifc is an apostolate of lay individuals dedicated
to offering holy hours for an end to abortion, with the goal of
offering one holy hour for every hour the local abortion clinic is open.

Adorers are needed!
Both recurring, weekly adorers as well as substitute
adorers are needed to fill in empty holy hours.

Holy hours may be prayed in any Catholic Church
at the adorers convenience.
Itis not necessary, that the blessed Sacrament be exposed.

For more information or to take a holy hour scan the QR code:

B HHELpgh@protonme

THE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL & THE
DARK EMERGING THREATS

Written by Amy Scheuring, Network of Life (Formerly
Women’s Choice Network)

Maybe you’ve heard the great news. The newly
passed “Big Beautiful Bill” defunds Planned
Parenthood—the largest abortion provider in the
country! We should expect the usual court battles
and the bill only removes funding for one year, but
PP is already projecting the closure of at least 20
abortion facilities. Good news, right? Sadly, what
is replacing those facilities is far more sinister.
Brick and mortar locations are no longer required
for early abortion. Abortion pills can be ordered by
mail through various online sites with little to no
oversight. As Planned Parenthood loses funds,
these predatory sites fill a void and seek to hold
an even tighter grip on the abortion market. De-
spite the known risks to women’s health, the goal of
many of these “providers” is to make abortion pills
as easily accessible as Tylenol. One of these ex-
panding “telehealth providers” reveals the dark
agenda behind the abortion industry. Last month,
The Satanic Temple opened its third abortion-by-
mail facility—this one in Maine. They’re proudly
calling it “The President’s Yuge Most Beautiful
Tremendous Satanic Abortion Clinic” to mock

President Trump and the recently passed bill. The
Satanic Temple operates outside state laws and re-
strictions by reframing abortion as a religious act.
Women ordering the pills are engaging in a
“Satanic Abortion Ritual” in which the mother re-
cites the core tenets of the Satanic Temple and then

proclaims this “destruction ritual” while swallowing
the pills which will take the life of her unborn child:

“By my body, my blood ; By my will, it is done.”
The cost for the abortion ritual? Only $91. God
help us!

Help Network of Life to fill the void left by a
shrinking number of abortion clinics by Donating
to Network of Life at:

networkoflife.org/ways-to-give
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THE MAGEE PROJECT
Update by Meredith

j ¥ Sunday, July 27, we celebrated the
life of Madonna Roney with many
members of her family and friends.

m
Liif]

ik e & B AT YRS

Ivan D'Sousa led us in worship and prayer. Fr Jack

shared a moving and hopeful message on suffering.
After a "warm" prayer walk around the hospital,
Kayla shared about the work of Birthright, the re-
cipient of donations for the day. Finally, Gary
Roney shared about his mom's passion for life and

& Great turnout on a warm summer day, including our own

Helen Cindrich (in the pink shirt)
If you missed the walk, but would still like to honor
Donna, consider a gift in her name to Birthright,
birthrightpittsburgh.org/donate/  Birthright or to
PCUC, www.pcuc.org/donate/

The next gathering of The Church at Magee will
be August 24. Contact Meredith for more info:
TheMageeProject@gmail.com

Communications Committee Update

The Communications Committee is beginning a
new campaign. We're asking that everyone who is
willing will “adopt” a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of Magee as we lead up to their annual pub-
lic meeting on October 13. Adoption should in-
clude praying for the person you “adopt” and writ-
ing them a note. Please be respectful. You can use
the address of Magee, 300 Halket St, Pittsburgh,
PA, 15213, or you can send an email addressed
to your '"adoptee" to Christine Rullo,
rullcm@mwri.magee.edu

UPMC MAGEE-WOMENS HOSPITAL
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

William A. Pietragallo, 11, Esq., Chair adopted
The Honorable Donetta W. Ambrose, Vice Chair
Peter W. Eisenbrandt, Treasurer

Rose A. Almon-Martin, Secretary

Leslie C. Davis ~ Richard H. Beigi, MD
Mark Aloe ~ Gabriella G. Gosman, MD

Nicole M. Donnellan, MD ~ Jamie Lesnock, MD
Michele R. Atkins ~ Debra S. Barbarita

Robert P. Edwards, MD ~ Margaret P. Joy

Kelly R. Gray ~ Anantha Shekhar, MD

Sarah Meehan Parker ~ Michael T. Sweeney
Kathy Towns ~ Dennis H. English, MD

Listed below are members with no vote:

Katie Berlacher, MD ~Ronald R. Johnson, MD
Karen M. Cooper  ~ Jonathan R. Petrie

Christine M. Rullo adopted ~ Isabelle Bajeux-
Besnainou ~ Tracey Conti, MD

Joseph L. Kelley, MD ~ Michel B. Franklin

Peggy B. Snavely ~ Jennifer L. Kloesz, MD

Please let Meredith know if you pray for and write
a letter to one of these board members! Contact
her at TheMageeProject@gmail.com
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Pennsylva

March for Life

Harrisburg, PA | September 22, 20255 - Es—

10:00 a.m. Pre-Rally Concert | 11:00 a.m. Rally |'12: 00 pam

MAKE YOUR PLANS TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT EVENT ON SEPT. 22!

See below for a list of bus captains and contact them to join!

If you don’t see a bus near you, contact Anita at anita.theiss@icloud.com on how to find or purchase a
bus. Go to www.marchforlife.org/pennsylvania for more information.

ALLEGHENY COUNTY
BRIDGEVILLE - Calvary Full Gospel Church
Tim Cameron 412-983-1846
Leaves from 538 Hickory Grade Rd

CASTLE SHANNON - St Paul of the Cross
Kathy Raimondi 412-344-9690

Leaves from Saint Anne’s

FRANKLIN PARK - Saint Luke the Evangelist
Parish (Sts. John and Paul)

Marie Pfau 724-816-7627

Leaves from Sts John and Paul

GLENSHAW / ASPINWALL - Christ the King /
St. Matthew Parishes
Cathy Zuza 412-551-3204

NORTH SIDE - Most Precious Blood of Jesus
Parish - Jeannine Goelz 412-761-1508

UPPER SAINT CLAIR - St Thomas More/

Resurrection Parish and Corpus Christi Parishes:

Carolyn Sopher Martin 412-860-9980

WHITE OAK Mary Mother of God Parish
Celeste Palcsey 412-302-6637

BUTLER COUNTY

BUTLER St. Mark the Evangelist Parish
Ron Hartzel 724-796-4771
Pick up at Butler and /Holy Sepulcher

CRANBERRY TWP - Divine Grace Parish
Bill Slusser 724-504-0943
Pick up at St. Ferdinand

WASHINGTON COUNTY

WASHINGTON St. James Parish
Jerry Falso 724-678-5097

Pick up at Washington Crown Center as well as in
the South Hills

GREENSBURG DIOCESE
Bus pick-up at 12 locations.
Contact Deacon Bill Newhouse at

WNewhouse@DioceseofGreensburg.org

Join thousands of Pennsylvanians as we

March in Harrisburg to encourage our state

reps to support the Heartbeat Bill and
other pro-life legislation!
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HONORS & MEMORIALS

In Honor of Blessed Mother, St. Anne & St. Joseph,

From Kim Chester & Family

In Honor of Helen Cindrich,
From Elaine Chapman

In Honor of Bishop Mark Eckman’s Installation as
Bishop of Pittsburgh,

From Jim Maochi & Audrey Guskey

In Honor of Kristin Gimbel,
From Nancy Gimbel

In Honor of K of C Council #4925

In Honor of Fr. Larry Smith, and in memory of all
those who lost their lives in the Texas flood,

From Mrs. Theresa M. Hammond

In Honor of our new grandson, John Matthew
“Jack” Wilsey,

From Nick & Colleen Kuhn

In Honor of Marlene & Dave Wohleber,
From Dolores & Jay Jarrell

In Honor of the retirement of His Excellency, Bish-
op David Zubik,
From Jim Maochi & Audrey Guskey

In Memory of JoLane Cecconi,
From Betty Nemchik

In Memory of Joan Conroy,
From Lawrence Conroy

In Memory of Grace Kozak,
From Jeffrey Steinmetz

In Memory of Harry McCourt,
From his daughter, Alice Regan

In Memory of Deborah Mirt,
From her husband, Joe Mirt

In Memory of Kathleen & Thomas L. Myron,
From Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Myron

In Memory of Mary P. (Mommy) Regina,
From Thomas (Tommy) Regina

In Memory of Madonna Roney,
From Annie Glass

In Memory of Dottie Schweiger,
From Bill & Evelyn Turocy

In Memory of Diane M. Slagle,
From Melissa & John Slagle

In Memory of Michael Christopher Strathmann,
From Deacon William & Maureen Strathmann

In Memory of Violet & John Verzella,
From Judy Verzella

In Memory of John Walsh,
From The Maimone Family

In Memory of Caroline Wilhelm,
From Ron Cerminara

Honor your loved one by sending a dona-

tion of any amount to:

PCUC, 3050 Pioneer Ave.
Pittsburgh PA 15226

In Memory of Michael Galiardi,

From Andrea Himelinski
Be sure to include the name of the person to honor or memori-
In Memory of Dr. Robert Paul Gates, dre o el fthe p I

. alize, who it is from and to whom the acknowledgment is to be
From Virginia Gates

sent.

In Memory of Lorraine Kasten,

From Ron Cerminara Or donate online at www.pcuc.org/donate
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