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Dear Friends of Life,  
 

I had the pleasure of attending a Pro-Life Advocates 

meeting this past Saturday, hosted by  His Excellency, 

Bishop William Waltersheid at  St. John Neumann 

Church.  The good Bishop had much to say about the 

evils of abortion, especially how it is a direct attack on 

human life; specifically against society and the family. 
 

Not surprisingly, the topic on everyone’s mind these 

days came up – the upcoming election. Bishop Wal-

tersheid, without naming names, spoke the well-known 

truth, that one candidate supports abortion, and the oth-

er, while not perfect, comes closest to our views on the 

sanctity of life and the evil of abortion.  I asked him di-

rectly, what he would say to those pro-life advocates, 

who are having difficulty voting for someone who does 

not align perfectly with all their pro-life beliefs.  He re-

plied, that “it is ok to vote for someone who, while they 

are not a perfect pro-life candidate, gives us the best 

chance to defeat someone who would make abortion 

legal up until birth, and would shut down all our pro-life 

efforts and freedom to fight this evil. 
 

Peter Elliott, one of our PCUC board members, stood up 

and directly quoted the directive from the US Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops, who stated in a near unani-

mous vote that it is the moral responsibility of all Catho-

lics (and I’ll add Christians) to properly prepare for and 

vote in the November 5th election.   He quoted directly 

from a pamphlet he had prepared using the USCCB 

guide, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship. 
 

Clause 64 from the USCCB – “Abortion and euthanasia 

have become preeminent threats to human life and dig-

nity because they directly attach life itself, the most fun-

damental good and the condition for all others. Abor 

tion, the deliberate killing of a human being before 

birth, is never morally acceptable, and must always be 

opposed. 
 

And Clause 65. “Laws that legitimize any of these prac-

tices are profoundly unjust and immoral. Our Confer-

ence supports laws and policies to protect human life to 

the maximum degree possible, including constitutional 

protection for the unborn and legislative efforts to end 

abortion, assisted suicide, and euthanasia.”   
 

In summary, the Catholic bishops came out strongly 

against abortion and state that we must oppose it with all 

that we have, including our votes and our voices for the 

candidate that gives us the best chance to limit and per-

haps end abortion.  I acknowledge that this individual is 

by no means perfect, but spending your vote on another 

3rd party candidate to send a message or signal a protest, 

is akin to the old saying, ‘If a tree falls in the woods, 

and no one is around to hear it, does it make a sound?”  
 

If you want to be heard, I think there is an obvious 

choice.  Please don’t throw your vote away in a futile 

protest.  It’s the same numerically as half a vote for the 

abortion candidate. 
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR 

By Nikki Bruni 

“Pouring ourselves out”… 

Like many of you who are active in 

pro-life work, I have been living 

with a sense of dread for the past 

few weeks...knowing how insanely 

busy the fall months are.   

Looking ahead and seeing the March for Life in 

Harrisburg on Monday, our 40 Days for Life Kick-

off on Tuesday, the 40-day vigil beginning on 

Wednesday, along with my own parish respect life 

events...and our PCUC fall luncheon coming up in 

October (for which I am in charge)...has been caus-

ing my anxiety levels to rise.  I didn’t sleep much 

the night before last, and was feeling like I was 

coming down with a cold yesterday.  That added to 

my fears, that now I was going to have to push 

through this crazy time while not feeling well. 

Thank God that I have been able to persevere in an 

early morning hour of Eucharistic Adoration at the 

Oratory four days a week, and Mass every morning.  

Even yesterday, when I was tired and not feeling 

well, I forced myself to get up and go, and I am so 

glad I did.  Being in front of Jesus...in the same 

room with Him...made me feel instantly better.  A 

calming peace and reassurance filled my soul as I 

realized that it is a good thing to pour oneself out 

for the Lord.   

This morning, while in front of Him, I had an 

image of what it is like in the spiritual realm, 

when we try to “save” some of ourselves, for our-

selves.  It would be like trying to save some deli-

cious, but perishable food.  Because we didn’t want 

it to be gone, instead of eating it, we decided to 

keep it indefinitely.  By doing that, it would be 

wasted.  It would simply rot, become rancid and full 

of maggots.  Whereby, if we had eaten it...it would 

become part of us...strengthening us and giving us 

life. 

That is what it means to give ourselves over to 

God completely.  If we think we need to save a 

part of our life for ourselves...it will simply rot 

and be wasted.  But if we pour ourselves out com-

pletely, without fear or reserve, God will take every 

drop that we give Him, and He will make something 

beautiful...something eternal.  Nothing is wasted if 

we give it to God. 

So...this is what I am telling myself, as we begin our 

40 day prayer vigil on the sidewalk in front of PP.  

He will use every drop of our energy...our fatigue 

and our suffering.  He will use it to convert souls 

and to save precious lives.   

We need lots of help!  If you are able to help, go 

to www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh to sign up, 

or email Jen at pghsaland365@gmail.com. 

 

LOOK FOR OUR NEW DIGITAL  

BILLBOARDS! 

PCUC’s Billboard Committee has been hard at 

work designing a new billboard to touch the 

hearts and minds of Pittsburgh voters!  Look for 

these digital billboards at four locations all through 

the month of October and into November.   

 

 

If you would like to donate towards our pro-

life billboard project, go to www.pcuc.org/

donate/ or mail a check to PCUC, 3050 Pio-

neer Ave., Pgh 15226 

http://www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh
mailto:pghsaland365@gmail.com
https://www.pcuc.org/donate/
https://www.pcuc.org/donate/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monthly update by Meredith 

We were blessed by beautiful weather and great 

messages at our last gathering in the park for the 

season on September 22. Ed Borgen led worship 

and Pastor Lynne Themelaras shared her miraculous 

adoption story. 

I shared the remarkable abortion numbers for 2023. 

In the past, more than half of the abortions at Magee 

have been in the second trimester. In 22, only 34% 

were in the second trimester and in 2023, that num-

ber dropped to 29%!  

Could it be that 

the years of pray-

er and exposure 

of the evil prac-

tice of collecting 

baby body parts 

could be produc-

ing a change in 

the way Magee 

does business? 

The public is in-

vited to speak to 

the Board of Di-

rectors at its virtual annual public meeting, 

Monday, October 14 at 4pm, but you must sign up 

in advance. Contact TheMageeProject@gmail.com 

for more information. A prayer walk and rally, 

organized by Choose Life at Pitt, will follow at 

6pm on the public sidewalk at the main entrance to 

the hospital on Halket St. Speakers include retired 

Judge Cheryl Allen, Sarah Bowen, Promise of Life 

Network and author of Courageously Pro-life, Tina 

Whittington, Students for Life of America and Pa 

State Representatives Aaron Bernstine and Joe 

D’Orsie. 

Our next 4th Sunday of the month prayer 

walk will be November 24, at 4pm. 

CELEBRATE LIFE LUNCHEON 
Have you registered yet?  Time is running out! 

 

Come and enjoy an afternoon of good food and pro-

life fellowship at the Lamont Restaurant!  You will 

be inspired and your spirits lifted by a talk by Fr. 

Joe Freedy.   

Register by mail by sending a check to PCUC, 

3050 Pioneer Ave., Pgh PA 15226, or online at: 

 

If you cannot attend but would like to support 

our banquet, please consider placing an ad in our 

banquet book.  Contact Nikki at Nikki@pcuc.org 

with the information that you would like in your ad. 

Thank you for your support of PCUC! 

 

September prayer walk ...prayers 

helping to lower abortion numbers! 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER ONLINE 

mailto:themageeproject@gmail.com
mailto:nikki@pcuc.org
https://www.pcuc.org/events/celebrate-life-luncheon/


RAIN DIDN’T STOP US FROM 

MARCHING IN HARRISBURG! 

Despite a constant downpour of rain and chilly 

temperatures, thousands of Pennsylvania pro-

lifers gathered in Harrisburg on Sept. 23rd to 

rally and march around our state capitol as part 

of the 3rd annual Pennsylvania March for Life! 

Jesus never said that it would be easy to follow 

Him.  It was cold and although we were shivering 

and soaked through, the speakers were inspiring 

and seeing the dedication of so many people, both 

very young and very old...warmed our souls. 

Young and old sacrificed a day of long travel on a 

bus, standing and walking in the cold rain, because 

the battle to restore the right to life for all human 

beings, especially those most  vulnerable...IS 

WORTH IT! 

Thanks to all who suffered the long bus ride and 

miserable weather. The large crowds sent a mes-

sage to our legislators that they couldn’t ignore!  

We won’t stop marching at our state capitol until 

Pennsylvania recognizes the right to life of all of 

it’s citizens...born and unborn! 

PITTSBURGH’S 40 DAYS FOR LIFE 

KICK OFF DREW HUNDREDS! 

I love it when God reminds us that HE is the 

ONE in charge of 40 Days for Life. It is not me, 

thank goodness! First of all, the weather yesterday 

was not looking good. It was pouring rain for much 

of the afternoon, and the forecast for the evening 

was more of the same. As I worked at my comput-

er at the PCUC office, seeing it pouring down in 

buckets, I said to the Lord, “I am not going to wor-

ry…this is YOUR thing. YOUR WILL be 

done!”  (continued…) 

Mary Catherine and John are both in their 90’s, but that 

didn’t stop them from making the trip to Harrisburg! 

This young mother braved the cold rain with her many 

children, including a baby in arms!  This is the sort of 

dedication that will win the battle for life! 



(40 Days for Life Kick-off, Continued) 

Well…it turns out that His Will was for us to 

have an absolutely gorgeous evening for our kick

-off Mass and Eucharistic Procession to Planned 

Parenthood! The air was warm and balmy, with a 

gentle breeze…the sky was luminous and beautiful. 

Despite there being a Pens game going on right next 

door, hundreds of faithful men, women and children 

were able to get to the event on time…including 12 

priests and 2 deacons! And best of all…no protes-

tors! We had a wonderful peace as we walked, fol-

lowing our Lord, surrounded by our fathers, broth-

ers and sisters in the faith. 

Speaking of there being 12 priests…do you think 

that is a coincidence? There were a few priests that 

I thought were coming that didn’t show up…and 

there were a few priests that I didn’t know were 

coming that came. It seems that God always brings 

12 of His sons to the altar for our kick-off 

Mass. And the reading today, which I quoted above, 

says that Jesus summoned the twelve and gave them 

power and authority over all demons. That is so im-

portant for us to remember! 

When we begin our 40 day prayer vigil at Planned 

Parenthood, we begin it with the power and au-

thority of Jesus Christ Himself! Fr. Christopher 

Donley, as an installed pastor of Divine Mercy Par-

ish, has…by the bishop of the Diocese of Pitts-

burgh’s authority, the authority over all demons in-

side the geographical area of his parish…including  

 

933 Liberty Avenue. The devil is very legalistic. He 

knows the hierarchal authority of the Church. He 

knows that when Jesus shows up, he has to flee. 

And so, as long as we continue to have these Eucha-

ristic Processions to Planned Parenthood, he knows 

that his days are numbered. We have to believe that. 

Although the Church was very much filled, and 

we were happy with the attendance…one person 

made a comment to me that he wished as many 

people would take part in our Mass as were filing 

into PPG Arena for the Pens game. I thought 

about that and actually disagreed. I told him that if 

thousands of people were cramming into Mass for 

our kick-off…and only hundreds were going into the 

arena…I would be worried. Jesus said that the way 

to destruction is broad and wide, and many go there. 

But the way that leads to life is narrow and hard and 

few find it. I told him that God always calls a small 

remnant. That is His way. So I think we should be 

encouraged that our numbers are small…

compared with the world. It is a sign that we are 

on the right road. 





In Honor of Helen Cindrich 

 From Elaine & Jim Chapman 
 

In Honor of Helen Cindrich 

 From Jay & Dolores Jarrell 
 

In Honor of the birth of Judith Renata Steiner Kuhn  

 From her grandparents, Nick & Colleen Kuhn 
 

In Honor of the birth of Lillian Teresa Kuhn Palm  

 From her grandparents, Nick & Colleen Kuhn 
 

In Memory of Fred Collins 

 From Carol Collins 
 

In Memory of Christopher Dixon 

 From Savas & Paola Mavridis 
 

In Memory of Ann Francis 

 From Pat & Bill Bennett 
 

In Memory of Ann Francis 

 From Albert Feczko 
 

In Memory of Charlie Hogan 

 From Donald Hogan ,DMD 
 

In Memory of Sr. Ann Infanger, for years of prolife work 

 From Raissa Federline 
 

In Memory of Kelly Kemp 

 From Bob & Pat Eckenrod 
 

In Memory of Stephen Mackin 

 From the Maimone Family 
 

In Memory of Danny McKenna—31 years 

 From Joseph MCKenna 
 

In Memory of Kathryn Park 

 From Joanne Fitzgerald 

 

In Memory of Anthony Robert Rattay & Mary Margaret 
Rattay 

 From Kevin & Michelina Peters 

 

In Memory of Diane Slagle 

 From John Slagle 

 

In Memory of Lois Zanone 

 From Joe & Mary Lou McKenna 

 

HONORS & MEMORIALS 

Honor your loved one by sending a donation 
of any amount to: 

 

PCUC, 3050 Pioneer Ave., Pittsburgh PA 15226 
 

Be sure to include the name of the person to honor or 
memorialize, who it is from and to whom the acknowl-
edgment is to be sent. 

If you would like to support the work of PCUC, 
please consider making a donation at: 

 Donate – People Concerned for the Unborn 
Child (pcuc.org) 
 

Either online at: 

 Web Checkout | Clover    

 or 

Donate (paypal.com) 

 
Or by mailing a check to: 
 
PCUC 
3050 Pioneer Ave. 
Pittsburgh PA 15226 
 

Thank you for your support! 

https://www.pcuc.org/donate/
https://www.pcuc.org/donate/
https://www.clover.com/pay-widgets/4c13308c-7c2d-4915-85dc-97c8df7f7ba8
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=4pwn4RnZVlzLwmfpoJxFbyUYyNEuHeQj7MPYZtPDJizQTcateIYoAxGgRqpk1-kXv5O666UBaMb2eybK

