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FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Dear Friends,  

Where did the summer go?  As I 

grow older every year, it seems that 

each year, each season, goes by quicker than the 

last.  It reminds me that our time here on this earth, 

is fleeting, indeed. Even if we live for 100 years, 

that time is a fraction of a second compared to all 

eternity.  And the scary thing is, our limited time 

can be cut short in the blink of an eye.  On Tues-

day, I had a stark reminder of just how fragile our 

lives are.  After golf league Tuesday night, I wit-

nessed my friend, Denny, being readied for a life 

flight to the hospital downtown.  Denny, most like-

ly, became dehydrated from golfing  in the ex-

treme heat, and collapsed face down, at the bottom 

of several concrete steps.  He currently is in an in-

duced coma in the ICU, with a catheter in his brain 

to relieve pressure.  They expect him to regain vi-

son, but we don’t know what else.   Please keep 

Denny in your prayers. I know for a fact, how 

powerful our prayers are in this community. 
 

I was writing above of how time flies.  We are less 

than 2 months away from annual Fall Luncheon 

Banquet. This year, it is scheduled for Sunday, 

OCTOBER 20, from 12:30 – 3:30 PM at the Lem-

ont restaurant.  Cost is $65 with part of the pro-

ceeds going to help fund PCUC’s billboard cam-

paign.   Out keynote speaker this year, is Fr. Joe 

Freedy, a dynamic evangelist who is sure the light 

the flame of the Holy Spirit inside you!  Plenty of 

tickets are still available, and our hard-working 

board will soon be calling all of you who have at-

tended in the past, to make sure you have plans 

attend this year.  Go to pcuc.org for more details. 
 

If you haven’t seen at least one of the 4 electronic 

billboards we have stationed along Pittsburgh ma-

jor highways, you’ve missed an important mes-

sage!  Each billboard is providing a web link to 

REAL help for a woman who is considering taking 

the abortion pill.  Plans are to alternate messages 

on a monthly basis throughout the year.  Keep an 

eye for our bright blue billboards with a woman 

staring at her phone. 
 

Above, I asked you to pray for my friend.  I also 

am asking you to pray for our country and our Pro-

Life community.  This election, like many, is cre-

ating angst, and divisiveness, not only in our coun-

try, but within our pro-life group of advocates and 

prayer warriors.  I am confident it will not drive us 

apart, but I do feel it is Satan, working to under-

mine us and our drive for life.  Please pray that our 

country survives the coming turmoil, and that we, 

as fighters for the lives of unborn children, will 

continue to have the right to speak out and express 

our beliefs after this election. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

• Sept. 8th showing of “Unthinkable” (pg. 3) 

• Sept. 23rd PA March for Life Bus List (pg. 4) 

• Sept. 24th 40 Days for Life kick-off (pg. 5) 

• 40 Days for Life fall campaign (pg. 6) 

• Magee Project & Choose Life at Pitt events 

(pages 7,8) 

• PCUC Fall Luncheon Registration form, pg. 13 



FROM OUR DIRECTOR 

By Nikki Bruni 

As we head into fall, we enter into a 

frenzy of pro-life opportunities, such 

as the PA March for Life in Harris-

burg on Sept. 23rd, the 40 Days for 

Life Kick-off on Sept. 24th and our 

intense 40-day-long prayer vigil on 

the sidewalk in front of Planned 

Parenthood from Sept. 25th through Nov. 3rd.  

There are also many other opportunities to get in-

volved which you will see in this newsletter.   

 

The busy-ness of this time of year can be over-

whelming, especially as we see the well-funded 

opposition that seems to control the media and the 

brain-washed population, which has been indoctri-

nated to believe that what is evil is actually good.   

 

Although we are keenly aware of the increase of 

division and anger surrounding the abortion de-

bate, we also know that it is more important 

than ever to remain steadfast in our peaceful 

mission to defend innocent human life.   And so, 

even though it may be overwhelming to try to take 

part in all of these up-coming activities, remember 

that  as many as you can participate in, you will 

receive much needed strength and encouragement 

from being with like-minded brothers and sisters in 

the Lord.  You will be energized to continue this 

battle, which is raging in our culture, in our fami-

lies and in our state and national capitols.   

 

It’s true that it can be challenging to go against 

a culture that is so well-funded and power-

ful...but the babies are so worth it!  If you are 

tempted to despair and think that your efforts are 

useless, just imagine how much worse our world 

would be without our pro-life witness!  If we simp-

ly roll over in despair, the other side wins by de-

fault.   

 

So keep praying, and doing all that you can do 

to be a visible witness to the fact that all lives 

matter to God and are worth defending!   

Here are some concrete ways you can do this: 

• Sign up to pray at PP during the 40 days by go-

ing to www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh or 

email Jen at pghsaland365@gmail.com.   

• Come out to Epiphany Church on Sept. 24th for 

the Kick-off Mass and take part in the Eucha-

ristic Procession to Planned Parenthood.   

• Contact Anita at 412-728-3647 to get connect-

ed with a bus going to Harrisburg.   

• Get inspired and motivated to pray for abortion 

workers by coming to the September 8th 

screening of Abby Johnson’s new documen-

tary, “Unthinkable”. 

• Mail in the registration form on page 14 of this 

newsletter, to attend PCUC’s fall luncheon, 

and be inspired by a talk by Fr. Joe Freedy! 

 

NEW!!!  PRAYER & POT-LUCK AT PCUC: 

PCUC is striving to put PRAYER at the forefront 

of our life-saving work, and we want to begin by 

praying at our office once a month.  Everyone who 

likes to pray and eat is invited!   

WHAT IS IT? Prayer, fellowship and food on 

the last Saturday of every month, beginning at 

6pm at the PCUC office, located at 3050 Pioneer 

Ave., Brookline.  Bring a dish to share.  Pop, water, 

wine and beer will be provided.  We will eat first, 

and enjoy a time of pro-life fellowship for the first 

hour.  At 7pm we will pray the rosary. Non-

Catholics are invited to pray the Rosary, but also 

have the option of praying together separately in 

one of the many rooms available.  We will end at 

8pm.  Next Prayer & Potluck event will be on 

Saturday, September 28th.  RSVP to Nikki at 412

-926-9413 or nikki@pcuc.org    

 The first Prayer & Pot-

luck event on Aug. 31st 

was a great success!  

We enjoyed fellowship 

and prayer, and even 

got to celebrate Rose’s 

90th birthday! 

http://www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh
mailto:pghsaland365@gmail.com
mailto:nikki@pcuc.org


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR THIS ONE-TIME-ONLY SHOWING! 

FUND-RAISER FOR 40 DAYS FOR LIFE FALL CAMPAIGN! 

CLICK HERE TO BUY TICKETS ONLINE:    https://mightydistributors.ticketspice.com/unthinkable-

an-abby-johnson-film-hosted-by-40-days-for-life-pittsburgh  

TICKETS MAY ALSO BE PURCHASED AT THE DOOR, FIRST-COME BASIS 

https://mightydistributors.ticketspice.com/unthinkable-an-abby-johnson-film-hosted-by-40-days-for-life-pittsburgh
https://mightydistributors.ticketspice.com/unthinkable-an-abby-johnson-film-hosted-by-40-days-for-life-pittsburgh




Fr. Chris Donley, Main Celebrant ~ Fr. Sean Francis, Homilist 

DIAPER DRIVE:  Bring a package of Diapers to benefit local pregnancy centers!  Drop off in the church parking lot. 



 EVERYONE IS INVITED TO A JERICHO MARCH AROUND PLANNED 

PARENTHOOD ON SUNDAY, SEPT. 22 @ 3:30, LED BY PASTOR JOE 

STUMP, LINCOLN PLACE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE! 



 

 

 
                                

                                     Monthly update by Meredith 

 

Annual Public Meeting, Rally, and 

Prayer Walk  October 14th 

 

The Magee Project will again 

have an opportunity to speak 

to the Board of Directors of Magee-Womens 

Hospital at their annual public meeting. The 

Board will meet virtually at 4pm, Monday, Oc-

tober 14. Anyone can attend the Board meet-

ing virtually, but you must register in ad-

vance to attend or speak. Is there something 

you’d like to say to the Board? 

The Magee Project and Choose Life at Pitt, 

the Pitt student’s pro-life group, will hold a 

prayer walk and rally at Magee that evening 

from 6-7:30pm. Special speakers include 

former Judge Cheryl Allen, Sarah Bowen, author of 

Courageously Pro-Life, Tina Whittingdon, Execu-

tive Vice President of Students for Life of 

America, with PA State Representatives Joe D’Orsie 

and Aaron Bernstine. 

We’ll meet on the public sidewalk at the main 

entrance to Magee. The prayer walk will follow 

the public sidewalks around the perimeter of 

the hospital. Come join us! 

Sunday, September 22, will be our last 

gathering of The Church at Magee at the 

park for the warm season. We meet from 4-

5:30pm. The prayer walk only will continue on 

the 4th Sunday of the month from November 

through March, from 4-5pm. 

Contact TheMageeProject@gmail.com for more 

Information. 

 

PRO-LIFE PITT STUDENTS NEED 

OUR HELP TO FORM THE NEXT 

GENERATION FOR LIFE! 

The Students for Life Group at Pitt is blessed to 

have brand-new dynamic, intelligent and enthusias-

tic President in the person of Kyra Kishore!  She  

has asked for our help with her ambitious plans for 

building a culture of life at Pitt, and for forming 

young hearts and minds to an understanding of the 

sanctity of all human  life.  She wrote: 

 

Choose Life at Pitt is the consistently pro-life student group 

on campus at the University of Pittsburgh. We aim to build a 

culture of life that respects and defends all human beings 

from conception until natural death through personal en-

gagement, initiating discussion, education, and community 

networking.  We are currently planning our year and want to 

be a part of building a strong community of life in Pittsburgh. 

For that, we are asking for your help. This year, other than 

campus outreach, we plan to host public vigils, events, and 

speakers and are looking to increase our membership by 70%; 

all to preserve the sanctity of life. 

Choose Life at Pitt is ready to be a voice for the voiceless on 

our campus and in our community. As students, we have the 

time and the will to fight for this cause, we just need the fi-

nancial support to make it the best it can be. With your help 

we will accomplish our goal of changing our culture to one 

that respects human life at all stages. 

To donate please venmo your designated amount to @Kyra-

Kishore and put “Choose Life at Pitt” in the memo line or 

contact : 

chooselifeatpitt@gmail.com to see how you can pay by check 

or cash. Thank you ahead of time for 

your generosity in supporting the 

cause for the inherent dignity of each 

and every human being. We look for-

ward to serving the pro-life cause at 

Pitt and working with you to create a 

culture of life! 

In Life, 

Kyra Kishore 



 

PITT STUDENTS FOR LIFE ARE 

CO-HOSTING THESE EVENTS: 

SEPTEMBER 14TH - 7PM -@ 

ST PAUL CATHEDRAL 

National Day of Remembrance 

for Aborted Children 

OCTOBER 1ST - 7:30PM @ THE ORATORY 

KICK-OFF RESPECT LIFE MONTH WITH A 

VIGIL & MASS! 

Contact Kyra for more information at 

chooselifeatpitt@gmail.com 

 

 

CHOOSE LIFE 

AT PITT 



NEWS FROM THE SIDEWALK 

By Andrew McCauley, Director of Sidewalk    

Advocates for Life, Pittsburgh 

“The Best Way to Close an Abortion Clinic” 

Recently, while discussing 

sidewalk counseling strate-

gies with my brother, a 

thought experiment was 

posed: what would one of the 

great saints do if they were to 

minister at an abortion clinic?  

Very quickly we both came up with the same an-

swer: He or she would probably pray, and the 

clinic would close.  

Of course the supplications of even a saint are not 

guaranteed to be granted. The extent to which 

God will suffer the continuation of a particular 

evil is hidden from us. But I was struck by the 

fact that we both intuitively thought that for a 

very holy person, prayer would be the central and 

decisive response, rather than any sort of innova-

tive or ingenious approach.  

I mean in no way to discount the many pro-life 

activities undertaken, not the least of which is ac-

tively counseling on the sidewalk. The saints 

themselves often were people of great action, un-

dertaking huge projects of evangelization and 

ministry for those in all walks of life.  

But what I learned from thinking of the saints was 

that, whatever else they did, prayer was their 

uniquely central activity, effecting great (even if 

unseen) change and guiding their external actions. 

 The centrality of prayer is a simple fact, but one I 

need to more seriously put into action. If you 

don’t already, please take a few moments of eve-

ry day to place yourself in the presence of Al-

mighty God and personally beseech Him to end 

abortion. A woman may decide not to listen to us 

on the sidewalk. But God always listens to the 

prayers of his faithful people. 



NATIONAL 40 DAYS FOR LIFE TEAM 

MEMBER VISITS PITTSBURGH! 

Our Pittsburgh team had the honor of welcoming 

Heather Gardner (in the green shirt), as she visited 

our 40 Days 365 team on August 19th.  Heather lives 

in Austin Texas, and was one of the founding mem-

bers of the original 40 Days for Life campaign in 

front of the Planned Parenthood that Abby Johnson 

managed.  It was a privilege to get to spend some 

time with her, as we prayed at our vigil site in front 

of PP, and then as we had a time of informal fellow-

ship at a cook-out at my house that evening.  She 

took time to answer questions from the  27 team 

members who were there, which helped to inspire 

and motivate us to continue in this life and soul-

saving mission, which is 40 Days for Life.  Thank 

you Heather! 

PRO-LIFE DIAPER COMPANY 
“EVERYLIFE” IS COUNTERING THE DNC 

PRO-ABORTION EFFORTS 

 

While the DNC sponsored free abortions outside of 

their national convention last month, pro life organi-

zations were there to counter their death-options 

with life-affirming ones!  Read the article from Life 

Action here:  Pro-life groups offer life-affirming options near 

Planned Parenthood bus at DNC (liveaction.org)  

With many diaper companies (surprisingly) support-

ing Planned Parenthood, there is a new diaper com-

pany called “EveryLife” which is totally pro-life and 

was at the DNC last month to offer a lifetime supply 

of free diapers to anyone who attended the conven-

tion and decided to choose life.  You can find out 

more about this good company here:  Our Mission – 

EveryLife  

EAST LIBERTY ABORTION CLINIC 

FAILS INSPECTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allegheny Reproductive is an abortion clinic in the 

East Liberty section of Pittsburgh that kills approxi-

mately 4,000 pre-born babies every year.   

On April 15 of this year, the PA Department of 

Health reported that the facility was in violation 

PA health regulations because it had adminis-

tered anesthesia to minor patients without the 

proper medical personnel.  According to PA law, 

only a Certified Registered Nurse  Anesthetist 

(CRNA) or Medical Doctor may give a anesthesia to 

a minor.  It was discovered that this facility had giv-

en anesthesia to two minor patients using RN’s only.  

In response to this report, Allegheny Reproductive’s 

“Plan of Correction” is that they will cease providing 

the anesthesia “Ketamine” to their minor patients. 

The full report can be found at:  QA Investigation Results 

(pa.gov)  

Denise, Brazilia, Kyra, Nikki, Beth, Conrad, Rose, Michelle and Carolyn 

were there to welcome Heather Gardner as she visited our vigil site 

Our 40 Days for Life 365 team members were in-
spired by a time of fellowship at a cookout with 

Heather at my home on Aug. 19! 

https://www.liveaction.org/news/pro-life-counter-planned-parenthood-bus-dnc/?utm_campaign=lan&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_obPVzi-jf3z6iU4Ikxr3bCD_gK0IuDcbFJ4pgbU_K0NtadPcvs9mpMsGwXGq7YN0lbMrHJaAN1hW13NdJXTijO3ktow&_hsmi=321301903&utm_content=daily_digest
https://www.liveaction.org/news/pro-life-counter-planned-parenthood-bus-dnc/?utm_campaign=lan&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_obPVzi-jf3z6iU4Ikxr3bCD_gK0IuDcbFJ4pgbU_K0NtadPcvs9mpMsGwXGq7YN0lbMrHJaAN1hW13NdJXTijO3ktow&_hsmi=321301903&utm_content=daily_digest
https://everylife.com/pages/our-mission
https://everylife.com/pages/our-mission
https://sais.health.pa.gov/commonpoc/content/publiccommonpoc/QAsurvey.asp?FACID=00018701&PAGE=1&NAME=ALLEGHENY+REPRODUCTIVE+HEALTH+CENTER&SurveyType=H%20&COUNTY=
https://sais.health.pa.gov/commonpoc/content/publiccommonpoc/QAsurvey.asp?FACID=00018701&PAGE=1&NAME=ALLEGHENY+REPRODUCTIVE+HEALTH+CENTER&SurveyType=H%20&COUNTY=


PA WANTS TO ELIMI-

NATE SAFETY 

MEASURES FROM 

ABORTION CLINICS 

A recent memo by 12 PA Repre-

sentatives directed to the House 

Health Committee entitled, “Removing Unnecessary 

Admitting Barriers for Abortion Providers” is urging 

the removal of the current safety measure which re-

quires abortion clinics to have admitting privileges 

with a hospital no less than 30 minutes away.  The 

memo says: 

They never stop. This could very well get votes. 

Upon reading the contents of the bill, I am extremely 

concerned that this bill will put women at high risk in 

the case of medical complications during an abortion. 

HB2517 seeks to create a licensure carve out in 

The Health Care Facilities Act by adding: “An 

abortion facility shall not be required to have a trans-

fer agreement with a hospital”. 

Effectively, they seek to treat abortion facilities differ-

ently from all other ambulatory surgical facilities in 

Pennsylvania, particularly in regards to the safety of 

the patient in the case of medical complications dur-

ing an abortion.  

It seeks to nullify the statutory requirements of 28 Pa. 

Code § 29.33(10), specifically voiding the require-

ment for an abortion facility to have a transfer agree-

ment with an emergency care-capable hospital within 

a 30 minute drive in the case of a woman’s medical 

emergency.   

Since this was referred to the House Health Com-

mittee, please ask them not to advance this bill.  

Here is some of the members of the House Health 

Committee: 

 

Hon. Dan Frankel 
2345 Murray Avenue 
Suite 205 
Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
(412) 422-1774 
Fax: (412) 420-2011 
 
Hon. Danielle Friel Otten 
631 Pottstown Pike 
Exton, PA 19341 
(484) 200-8259 
Fax: (484) 200-8269 
 
Hon. Melissa L. Shusterman 
42 East Lancaster Avenue 
Suite A 
Paoli, PA 19301 
(484) 200-8260 
Fax: (484) 200-8272 
 
Hon. Tarik Khan 
4001 Main Street 
Suite 101 
Philadelphia, PA 19127-2142 
(215) 482-8726 
 
Hon. La'Tasha D. Mayes 
2015-2017 Centre Avenue 
Floor 1 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-6333 
(412) 665-5502 
 
Hon. Arvind Venkat 
9800B McKnight Road 
Suite 130 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m and Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(412) 348-8028 
(833) 321-5520 Toll Free 
Fax: (412) 348-8026. 
 

LEGISLATION UPDATE...FROM ANITA... 
 

In Pennsylvania, an abortion facility must have a 
transfer agreement with a hospital no further than a 30
-minute drive. Major public health and medical 
groups, including The American College of Obstetri
cians and Gynecologists, believe that these regula
tions are unnecessary as there is no evidence to sup
port that providers that perform abortions need hospi
tal privileges to ensure a safe outcome for the patient. 
  
For these reasons, we plan to introduce legislation to 
remove the excessive mandate that abortion providers 
maintain admitting privileges or have transfer agree
ments with hospitals, which only causes another ob
stacle in obtaining access to care. By removing the 
unnecessary limitations that healthcare providers ex
perience when delivering essential health care, abor
tion can be more accessible and obtainable to all 
Pennsylvanians. 
  
Please join us in co-sponsoring this important legisla
tion that would increase access to safe abortion ser



In Honor of Wedding Anniversary of Bill & Kathy Kness 

 From Agnes Ann Stewart 

In Honor of the Kopec family 

 From Janet Kopec 

In Honor of Betty Osche 

 From Lanny Osche 

In Memory of Fr. Norbert Campbell 

 From Justine Conwell & Family 

In Memory of Lorraine Castel 

 From Jean M. Earnest 

In Memory of Pete DeLuca 

 From Jerry & Peggy Wrabley & Family 

In Memory of Maria Grace Derrico 

 From Wendy Bowes 

In Memory of Chris Dixon 

 From Gregory Guinto 

In Memory of Chris Dixon 

 From Fran & Patrick Fulkerson 

In Memory of Christopher Dixon 

 From Dr. Susang-Talamo 

In Memory of Wayne R. Fleckenstein 

 From Mary Fleckenstein 

In Memory of Rev. Robert W. Fleckenstein 

 From Mary Fleckenstein 

In Memory of Ann Francis 

 From Terry & Carolyn Martin 

In Memory of Ann Francis 

From Dave & Marlene Wohleber 

In Memory of Ann Francis 

 From Jerry & Peggy Wrabley 

In Memory of Anna Marie Grubbs 

 From Bud  

In Memory of Ed Huth 

 By Catherine Huth 

In Memory of Diane Marcella 

 From Dave & Marlene Wohleber 

In Memory of Deborah Mirt 

 From her beloved husband, Joe 

In Memory of Robert Newman 

 From Mr. & Mrs. Mark W. McShane 

In Memory of Patricia Olson 

 From Nancy Gimbel 

In Memory of Marjorie Provan 

 From Dave & Marlene Wohleber 

In Memory of Margie Provan 

 From Terry & Carolyn Martin 

In Memory of Bob Radzevich 

From Dave & Marlene Wohleber 

In Memory of John Sofis 

 From Jerry & Peggy Wrabley 

In Memory of Regina Sulinski 

 From Jerry & Peggy Wrabley 

In Memory of Marian Way 

 From Thomas H. Way 

HONORS & MEMORIALS 

Honor your loved one by sending a donation 
of any amount to: 

 

PCUC, 3050 Pioneer Ave., Pittsburgh PA 15226 
 

Be sure to include the name of the person to honor or 
memorialize, who it is from and to whom the acknowl-
edgment is to be sent. 

If you would like to support the work of PCUC, 
please consider making a donation at: 

 Donate – People Concerned for the Unborn 
Child (pcuc.org) 
 

Either online through PayPal at:  

Donate (paypal.com) 

 
Or by mailing a check to: 
 
PCUC 
3050 Pioneer Ave. 
Pittsburgh PA 15226 

 
Thank you for your support! 

https://www.pcuc.org/donate/
https://www.pcuc.org/donate/
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=4pwn4RnZVlzLwmfpoJxFbyUYyNEuHeQj7MPYZtPDJizQTcateIYoAxGgRqpk1-kXv5O666UBaMb2eybK



